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On April 16, 2014, the day of the tragic sinking of the Saewol ferry in Korea,
Mother had invited my wife and me to a meal. There, she asked me to return
to a public mission and support mission outreach in Europe. Officially, I was
appointed in May as the special emissary to the Western European sub-region.

I returned to the very place where I had spent eighteen years serving the church and Eu-
ropean CARP. In those days, I had industriously gone around thirty-five nations in car-
rying out my public mission. 

After True Father's seonghwa, our church was on the brink of a crisis, not unlike the
one Korea faced following the Saewol ferry disaster. Mother, however, emerged as our
new captain and wisely navigated and overcame this crisis. Under her extraordinary lead-
ership, we are advancing without stopping toward great developments.

Through True Mother's insight and as an expression of her determination emerged the special emissary system.
Returning to Europe, now as a special emissary, I developed keen awareness of how important the mission and role
of special emissaries is in the providence. 

What one usually finds when observing someone leading groups of people or an organization is a person in front
issuing orders and instructions, not someone supporting, encouraging and cleaning up from behind. 

Oftentimes, an organization lacks a person that can objectively assess the overall situation, report to and advise
the overall leader and take the necessary steps to deal with discovered issues.

The book North Korean Partisan in South Korea [an autobiographical novel by Lee Tae, who had been a North
Korean guerilla in the Korean War] portrays communists engaging in partisan hostilities. In this story, the author in-
troduces the Army unit’s cultural officer, who is in charge of reinforcing morale in the other company commanders
and in the troops. He supervises mental training and loyalty to the Communist Party. Like this cultural officer, I think
special emissaries have the mission to encourage members and to provide guidance that facilitates better understand-
ing of the providence and helps members gain the correct perspective, while supporting them from behind.

After taking office as a special emissary, I toured Europe. Unlike my time as the regional president, I was able to
see many things from an entirely different point of view, and I felt strongly compelled to reinforce aspects of our or-
ganization that were inadequate. I think herein lies the need for special emissaries. I found new appreciation for True
Mother's insight and providential leadership.

Of course, the need for this new system notwithstanding, unquestionably the most important issue is whether the
person appointed as a special emissary can sufficiently carry out his responsibilities. In this respect, I have deeply
contemplated how to carry out my mission and responsibilities as a special emissary adequately and appropriately.

Through my visits to European nations, I saw how many of our members recently had returned to their hometowns
and were working hard to uphold Father's last words and carry out their missions as tribal messiahs. I felt deep com-
passion, respect and love for these members because I remember eventful days when I shared meals and spent sleep-
less nights with them during the time when Father was sending us across national borders. If it were not for their
sacrifice, none of us would be here today. These members are the true champions of that providential age of mobi-
lization.

After Father's ascension, we have seen Mother face indescribable challenges as she shouldered her own the heav-
enly mission. When I think about what might have gone through her heart during this time, I find greater resolve to
do my best in pursuit of Vision 2020 while supporting and encouraging our members and leaders on Mother’s behalf. 

Let us once again remember the pledge and promise we made during our youthful years to never give up on the
truth even if we collapse from exhaustion in a pool of blood. As I continue on this path as a special emissary, I again
pledge to live the rest of the life given to me honorably and with dignity for the sake of Heaven and the True Parents
of Heaven, Earth and Humankind.

Taking the Special Emissary’s Path
By Sa Kwang-kee
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Iwould truly like to thank all of you
who have gathered here to con-
gratulate me on my eighty-third
birthday, and my wife, Hak-Ja Han

Moon, on her sixtieth birthday. Above
all else, I would like to return all this
glory to God, who has protected and
looked after me until this day. The liv-
ing God’s promise and my absolute
faith in him are the driving forces that
have preserved my life during times
of suffering, even when I was on the
brink of death.

God is not just the God of believers.
He is the God of all people. Especially
at this time, we are living in an age in
which God stands in front of the
world not just as some vague and ab-
stract being, but as a God with a defi-
nite purpose and will. It is an age of
great change, when all people need to
awaken to this God. All people need
to awaken to the fact that the contem-

porary world is being sucked down
into a maelstrom of individual, family,
national and world-level problems,
which we will never solve if we ig-
nore God.

The ultimate purpose of religion is
to recover the original parent and the
original homeland. True religion must
not espouse vague ideas about God; it
has to be able to give a clear picture of
God so people can understand him.
One cannot call any religion that com-
promises the relationship between
God and humankind a high-level reli-
gion. Such a religion ultimately will
decline. True religion has to teach peo-
ple how to know God clearly, how to
become one with God and how to
build the original world of creation.
The purpose of religion is to bring
about a world without sin, the ideal
world where we make original rela-
tionships with God. God is not seek-

ing a religious world. He is seeking
his ideal world of creation. The pur-
pose of religion is not for religion it-
self; rather, it is to realize the world of
God’s ideal. So we have to think
about the original purpose and ideal
at the time of the Creation. God cre-
ated the world, so it is necessary to ex-
plain his ideal of creation.

What do you think God’s will is? It
is to complete his ideal of creation.
What do you think God wanted to
achieve through creating our first an-
cestors, Adam and Eve, in the garden
of Eden? God, who is the essence of
love, created human beings because
he needed a partner of love. We were
created as the true sons and daughters
of God so that he could realize his
ideal of true love through us. The
original pair was created to grow into
a true man and true woman, become
husband and wife, create an ideal
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God’s True Love and Restoring 
the Relationship with Heaven, 

Earth and Humankind
The following is an excerpt from the speech Father gave on February 6, 2003 in the 

Jamshil Indoor Gymnasium, in Seoul, Korea to commemorate True Parents’ joint birthday.
The full text is in Pyeong Hwa Gyeong, book 2, speech 6. 



family, and then build an ideal nation
and world. To repeat, centering on
God’s true love, they had to perfect an
ideal family and expand it to build the
ideal world. However, our human an-
cestors fell, and this destroyed God’s
ideal of creation at that time.

Accordingly, the purpose of reli-
gion is to find a true person, a true
family and a true nation, and build a
true world where all people can live
together in peace. This is the purpose
of God’s providence for the world.
Religion is seeking a good world.
However, a good world cannot be re-
alized without first establishing a
good country. Moreover, for a good
country to appear there must first be a
good society, and before there can be a
good society there must first be a
good tribe, and before there can be a
good tribe there must first be a good
family. Before there can be a good
family, there must first be a good man
and a good woman.

After the Adam fell, Israel’s the
four-thousand-year history ensued.
What was its purpose? Regardless of
the world’s external developments,
internally the sole purpose of this pe-
riod was to find one true Adam and
one true Eve. God’s deepest grief and
resentment were that because of the
Fall, there was not one son or daugh-
ter that could inherit life and blood-
line by centering on his love. The
savior whom God sent to the world is
the person whom God made to be the
owner of true love, true life and true
lineage. God’s will, the original hope
of humankind, is for each human
being to become the ideal person of
God’s originally intended world of
creation and to complete the ideal
world of creation. This means that
after a man and woman achieve
God’s ideal as individuals, they will
then become a husband and wife hav-
ing true love and then true parents. In
order for this to happen, God ab-
solutely needs the True Parents as the
source of his true love, true life and
true lineage. Thus, in order to com-
plete God’s providence of salvation,
for one man to appear as the savior,
the Messiah, or the returning Lord is
insufficient. The True Parents have to
appear as a husband and wife that re-
semble God completely and that have
completely realized his true love.

Respected leaders, ladies and gen-

tlemen, leading a religious life is not
something you can prefer to do or not
to do. Fallen men and women were
born with a connection to fallen par-
ents through fallen love centered on
Satan. Therefore, without exception,
all people absolutely need to pass
through the repair shop of religion,
meet the True Parents and establish a
connection of true love and true life
with them. There is one important
point you need to understand. When
you go to the repair shop, you cannot
stay there forever. You need to come
out reborn. While the religious life is
the required course for all hu-
mankind, it is not the basic purpose or
whole purpose of life.

The ultimate purpose of human life
is to graduate from the religious life, a
life of restoration, and live as a men
and women of the original world of
creation. Religion came about only be-
cause of the Fall. Hence, does it make
sense to say that the sole purpose of
life is to live buried in a religion? If
there had been no Fall, how would
men and women originally have
lived? Human beings were originally
God’s children. Thus, we are destined
to live with true love, realize a true
family and establish a free, peaceful,
united and happy world. We are sup-
posed to live in the kingdom of
heaven on earth.

God did not originally create men
and women to have them break down
so that he could repair them as his chil-
dren reborn through religion. Do any
parents want to see their children suf-
fer in conflict, while endlessly repent-
ing of their sins? Do you think the
original will of God the Father, the om-
niscient and omnipotent Lord of the
Creation, was that his children suffer in
sin? The fallen world is not the world
God originally planned. The first an-
cestors’ disobedience prevented God
from realizing the world he had origi-
nally planned. However, God is ab-
solute, and his will is absolute. Thus,
God will realize his will as he had in-
tended in the beginning. He wills the
complete recovery to the original state.
This is why God’s providence of salva-
tion is the providence of restoration,
the providence of re-creation.

Religion is the central means for
the providence of restoration; how-
ever, people are not supposed simply
to meet True Parents and go through

the course of a religious life. They are
supposed to become God’s children,
establish a Parent–child relationship
with him, attend God, and build a
world where the values of faith are in-
herent in their daily lives. No one in
history revealed this precious truth;
namely, that people must graduate
from religious life. Knowing this truth
from an early age, I did not want to
create another sect or denomination.
Because Christianity, which was the
central religion of God’s providence,
did not accept my teaching of
Heaven’s way, I had to create the
Holy Spirit Association for the Unifi-
cation of World Christianity. Although
it was an association, not a sect or de-
nomination, the Christian world con-
tinued to reject it, to persecute us, to
label us heretical, and to turn its face
away from us. As our movement
grew, the world began to call us the
Unification Church rather than use
the long, official title. That is how we
became the Unification Church.

For many, many years, I have lived
in hope of seeing the day we could
take down our church sign. I even
prophesied about that day. Finally, in
1996 we took down that sign and
started the Family Federation for
World Peace. This was a very impor-
tant event in humanity’s history. It
was the beginning of a new world. It
marked a change from the old world,
where people lived with the burden
of sin inherited from false parents.
They were living in suffering and con-
flict, practicing a life of faith in which
the only way to find God was
through prayer and repentance. How-
ever, with this event, the world
changed. From then on, people could
be reborn by receiving the blessing
from the True Parents, and going for-
ward while reporting to God about
what they were doing.

Ladies and gentlemen, let us unite
with the blessing from Heaven that
has come to us. I call upon all the peo-
ple that make up humankind to grad-
uate from the religious life, receive the
blessing of true love, establish a true
family and keep the standard of a true
child throughout their lives. Those
who receive the blessing on earth and
live a life of true love can enter the
eternal homeland of the ideal world,
namely, God’s nation, the kingdom of
heaven.
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True Mother spoke to the Korean witnessing team and a few Japanese members that are work-
ing in Las Vegas. (See pages 10 to 13  for a report on their work.) She is in the US doing research
in preparation for building the Cheonji Sunhak Won. “Cheonji” is “heaven and earth” in English.
“Sun” and “Hak” come from True Parents’ names and the Chinese character for the “won” that
Mother used here means “garden.” Essentially, it is to be a museum to highlight True Parents’
life courses.

True Mother’s Address on 
January 4



While you were out wit-
nessing, I was contem-
plating how to build the
Cheonji Sunhak Won,

which is the purpose of my visit to
America this time. I plan to make it
greater than any other existing mu-
seum. I am thinking of looking at
those buildings that are well con-
structed and known to be well man-
aged. I am sure we can ultimately
create a finer piece of work in the
twenty-first century. That is the kind
of standard we need, so that the
Cheonji Sunhak Won’s stature and
True Parents’ stature can be remem-
bered and survive for future genera-
tions and all eternity. Do you know
how blessed and joyful it is to have
been part of that endeavor? 

Actually, when I invited all of you
from Korea and Japan, I asked you to
witness for two weeks. However, isn’t
it true that you slacked off a bit? You
probably only witnessed for five or
six days. I heard that somebody
caught a cold, became ill and caused
an uproar. Hyun-hi! [Yes, Mother?]
Did you get better? [Yes] Every day I
was receiving reports about your ac-
tivities. I am sure you all had a great
experience. Now, you have harvested
the seeds of life in this desert. You
sowed the seeds of life on this barren
land. You should continue to be in-
volved by offering conditions and
prayer. From that position, you
should protect, manage and raise the
new lives that you brought in. You
will now return to your countries, but
the church in Las Vegas and the US
headquarters should be responsible
for these new lives so that they do not
fall to the ground. Please guide them
so that they can blossom in all their
splendor and bear fruit. Do you un-
derstand? 

In this respect, you have actually lit
a fire in this city, which had been
asleep. You are in an incredible posi-
tion. Did you engage in your activities
with that awareness? 

We talked about the Hoover Dam;
this dam was the first of its kind in
history. It affected three states, which
are in a desert area—California, Ne-
vada, and Arizona. The construction
of this dam began in 1931. They com-
pleted it in six years. Many people
made sacrifices. Yet, courageously
they made this dam to save the three

states and this helped this nation
overcome the Great Depression. 

One person’s idea saved the lives
of the people in these three states and
saved America. Your thoughts and ac-
tions will not only save Las Vegas but
also all of America. The environment
here is equipped with everything that
it needs; this environment shall
spread to the entire world. They hold
conventions here all-year round. That
is why many people from other parts
of the world come here. I heard that
there will be some kind of show five
to six days from now. People from
Samsung, LG and many others from
Korea will be coming to this show.
What was it called? It was something
about video 3D or a consumer elec-
tronics show. The conventions will
continue, and many people will come
to them. These people do not live
here, so once they get information
they will return to their nations. We
should not let this opportunity slip by.
How wonderful it would be if the Las
Vegas church were prospering so that
it were able to lead to God all the peo-
ple that come to this place! Do you
agree? [Yes] America should work
harder and the church in Las Vegas
should work even harder. Do you un-
derstand? Rev. Doo, do you under-
stand? [Yes]

You should continue to connect to
God and convey God’s word to those
that gave their signatures. Do not lose
anybody. Do you understand? [I un-
derstand.] I will watch carefully to see
how you behave. I will be monitoring
you. [Laughter] Do you understand?
[Yes, I understand!] So do not lose

anybody who has already connected
with us.

Well, if you already had a good
meal, I hope this day will be yours.
Are we already in 2015? We follow
the heavenly calendar but after all, it
is a new year according to the Grego-
rian calendar. This new year is the
year of the blue sheep. I was born in
the year of the sheep. [Cheering] You
should work harder to uplift True
Mother in the eyes of the world. Will
you do that? [Yes]By Korean custom,
we comfort the god of the earth in
the new year. This means stamping
the ground. While doing that, we
should make some noise and shout.
In other words, we should pray and
offer conditions in the new year, so
that we can have abundant experi-
ences in the new year. I do not know
if there is a similar custom in the
West but in the East, this custom is
very strong. Are there eighty people
here today? Make eight teams and
compete; I will give an award up to
fourth place. [Cheering] We’ll play
yut. The custom of playing yut is
about becoming one. People from
high and low classes, yangban [his-
torically, Korean aristocrats] or a peo-
ple from the lowest class in Korea, all
became one through this game. You
should all become one. I will give a
generous award to those in first
place. I have prepared many prizes
so do your best. [Cheering] 

If I speak too much, I will be taking
away your enjoyment time. Let us
have one or two of you reflect on a
particularly interesting incident from
your activities.
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PHOTOGRAPHS  | TRUE MOTHER’S ACTIVITIES

Visit to Getty Museum and Reagan Library and Museum

True Mother visiting the J. Paul Getty Museum as preparation for creating Cheonji Sunhak Won

At Pebble Beach on the Monterey Peninsula in California.

Santa Barbara beach

True Mother with her entourage
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Visit to Roaring Camp and Redwood Forests in California 

Roaring Camp, California

True Mother in front of a section of felled tree, 2,200 years old

True Mother taking a stroll through the redwood forest

True Mother in front of a red rock butte in Sedona, Arizona

  

    



True Mother is very closely in-
volved in this witnessing ini-
tiative, watching and guiding
us every day. For our Ameri-

can Unification family, joining in and
reinforcing the Korean and Japanese
brothers and sisters was a fine way to
express their support for Mother.
They really have a strong determina-
tion to witness, and share True Par-
ents’ love. True Mother has asked
each Unificationist to bring at least
one spiritual child (or even ten). 

Every morning and evening True
Mother receives an update on our ac-
tivities and gives suggestions on how
to improve outreach efforts. She
wants participants to understand True
Parents’ hearts toward the nation and
people here. Dr. Kim Ki-hoon, presi-
dent of the FFWPU North American
region, said, “When I share with True
Mother the team’s witnessing experi-
ences, she is very sincere and I feel her
loving heart toward the brothers and
sisters working so hard here. True
Mother is happy to hear that CARP in
America and our Unificationist-born
youth are coming to join the witness-
ing team here.” 

The witnessing begins
On the first day, six teams went wit-
nessing in the area around the Univer-

sity of Las Vegas (UNLV) campus and
the new CARP Learning Center. At
first, some were a little nervous about
the language barrier, but our national
ministry team had prepared materials
for them, and that morning I gave a
presentation about ways we can ap-
proach people, love and invite them.
That these Korean Unificationists are
courageous and have a lot of love to
share is the main thing. Mother has in-
spired them; they want to spread True
Parents’ love throughout Las Vegas.

After just an hour of witnessing,
one team brought a young man
named Zachary. He is twenty-five and
has a family, but lost his two-year old
daughter two months ago. He spoke
in tears and moved everyone with his
deep heart of compassion. He is trying
to use his family tragedy to learn how
to love people more centered on God.
First, we played him the “Create a Life
You Love” introductory Divine Princi-
ple video. After some discussion, he
listened to a one-hour lecture on the
Principles of Creation. He agreed to
come back the next to continue. He ap-
peared to enjoy his time with us. 

Mother listened to the report about
the witnessing activity and especially
about Zachary, who had come to the
Carp Learning Center. This seemed to
deeply move and please her. One

comment she made was “It is harder
to raise children than to give birth to
them.” She encouraged the team to
keep making effort, because God is
ready to back us. 

Everyone on the witnessing teams
met people and collected names and
contact information. Throughout the
week, as the next step in our outreach
effort, we invited them either to come
to the Learning Center or to join our
food or cleaning service projects. Rev.
Ken Doo, the local Las Vegas Family
Church pastor; and Mr. Akira Watan-
abe, director of CARP Las Vegas; have
been helping us.

On the morning of Day Two, Dr.
Kim brought gifts expressive of en-
couragement and conducive to good
health from Mother to the witnessing
team. Dr. Kim opened the day with a
prayer after sharing an inspiring re-
port about the Las Vegas providence
to the workshop members as they
prepared to go out witnessing.

The cold weather and hectic sched-
ule is effecting some of them physi-
cally. Some are catching colds and
feeling somewhat weak, but they do
not show it. They support one another
wholeheartedly and feel determina-
tion to find the people whom God has
prepared. They have spent every
spare minute going through their
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REGIONAL NEWS  | NORTH AMERICA

TRANSFORMING 
LAS VEGAS
AN INTERNATIONAL WITNESSING 
TEAM MAKES AN ALL-OUT EFFORT 

By Demian Dunkley

True Mother invited thirty-six Unifi-
cationists from Korea to Las Vegas to
participate in a fourteen-day wit-
nessing leadership program. In the
week before Mr. Dunkley wrote this,
Mother had been personally guid-
ing the team to lead the way in shar-
ing their faith. The team members
had been working closely with Las
Vegas Japanese missionaries, local
members and the US National Min-
istry Team, when thirteen young
American members joined their wit-
nessing effort. 

Members are planning their witnessing activity.Participants are reaffirming their resolution to succeed in their outreach efforts in Las Vegas.



name lists and contacting potential
guests. They will only be here for such
a short time, so every moment counts.
Mother gave a beautiful cashmere
scarf to each of them to help keep
them warm.

America joins the team
On the third day, thirteen American
Unificationists joined the witnessing
workshop. These remarkable brothers
and sisters dropped what they had
been doing and came from all over
the country to take part in Mother’s
witnessing workshop. I will divide
the new team members among the
teams, two per team, to help with wit-
nessing and translation. As the Ameri-
cans started arriving, the Korean and
Japanese team members became ex-
tremely excited about working with
them. You can imagine their gratitude
toward those that have come to help. 

The next day, they began the Shine
City Project, cleaning the area around
Lake Mead. In the afternoon, they
worked with the Food Is Love project
to feed the homeless. One thing is cer-
tain: God is bringing a bunch of cool
people together!

The following day, they spent time
completing housekeeping errands
and following up with guests such as
Crystal, who was on her coffee break.
She only had a short time but they in-
troduced our movement to her and
invited her to the CARP center, where
CARP members introduced her to the
activities happening there. They then
met up with Juanita, another guest,
for coffee and discussion. She has al-
ready heard some of the teachings
from the Divine Principle and met
some of the local Unificationists. She
feels good when she is with us. How-
ever, when she saw Mother last week-
end and heard her speak, she thought,
“I think I should join this church.”

By this time, what had previously
been a witnessing team comprising
thirty-six Korean and eighteen local

Japanese missionaries was now the
miracle team! The thirteen American
Unificationists, most of whom are col-
lege-aged, officially joined the ranks
via a humorous ceremony, emphasiz-
ing the love, good fellowship and
close bonds already created among
the Koreans, Japanese and Americans. 

With the 2015 Holy Marriage Bless-
ing Ceremony just around the corner,
news of a matching swiftly catches
people’s attention in our movement.
In light of this, the witnessing team
decided to conduct a light-hearted
“matching ceremony” at the team
headquarters. Before dinner, the
Americans that had come to offer
their support lined up in a row facing
the six team leaders to be “matched”
to a team. Other team members came
to cheer on and give a boost to the
possible new recruits. 

I had instructed the team leaders to
pick which of the American recruits
would best complete the team based
on the recruits’ fluency in Korean or
Japanese, their enthusiasm, and other
possible factors, like athletic perform-
ance (part of the fun behind the cere-
mony). Each of the six teams chose
two American recruits and celebrated
over a special dinner. 

Our intense schedule and the sur-
prisingly cold weather in Las Vegas

had caused several team members to
catch colds. Some were homesick. In
response, Dr. Kim Ki-hoon and Dr.
Michael Balcomb, the US FFWPU na-
tional leader, graciously sponsored a
catered traditional Korean dinner to
bolster and to thank our hard work-
ing members. The American team, in
an act of camaraderie, beautifully dec-
orated the dining area, even using
lights to foster a warm atmosphere.

The language barriers mattered
very little the rest of the night as each
team bonded and continued to stay
together even after the program
ended. The beautiful harmony and
companionship among all the team
members brought forth a wave of de-
termination as the newly engaged
English-speakers became a cultural
and linguistic bridge for the deep
hearts of the Koreans and Japanese to
communicate to the Las Vegas popu-
lation. 

Local Unificationist missionaries
and other church members continued
to stop by throughout the night, in-
cluding Akira and Makiko Watanabe,
directors of CARP Las Vegas; and
local Unificationist Mimi Morse, who
brought fresh fruit. 

The energy here in Las Vegas is pal-
pable. We trace this directly to Mother,
to our leaders and to all those that
have prayed for thought deeply about
the international witnessing team
working that has been working hard
in Las Vegas. Thank you for being
part of our experience here in trans-
forming Las Vegas into a mecca of for-
giveness, love and unity.

Mr. Dunkley is the FFWPU director of evangel-
ism in the United States. 

February 2015 11

True Mother joined the workshop participants for a meal.

Picking up trash around Lake Mead Prayer to begin the day



Desperately Waiting For
Someone

Mr. Lee Nam-kyeong 
Inje University

Iwould di-
vide this
witnessing

workshop
into three
parts. The
first part was

the Christmas
Party with True

Mother, the sec-
ond the pilgrimage

to holy sites and the third was the wit-
nessing campaign. We prepared a
show to perform in front of True
Mother during the Christmas Party.
Until that time, I had only perceived
of True Parents as the Messiah. They
were difficult to approach, living a
kind of life completely different from
mime, a perfect kind of life. Because
of this, for me to feel that they are my
real parents was difficult. However,
performing in front of True Mother
led me to see True Parents not only as
the Messiah but also as our actual par-
ents. This has led me to feel that True
Parents truly are our parents from the
deepest place in my heart.

The majestic nature I encountered
during the pilgrimage to holy sites
humbled me, and realizing that I am
only a small individual in front of
this vast environment led me to be-
lieve that I should be less arrogant.
One thing I felt most strongly during
the pilgrimage is that nature is a
great object of love, a product pre-
pared by our Heavenly Parent and
True Parents.

During the witnessing campaign, I
felt that we needed to move forward
bravely while believing in True Par-
ents. I could feel that our Heavenly

Parent and True Parents had prepared
everything for us and all we needed
to do was to act. Our team members
did not unite in the beginning and
this led to poor results. However, we
became more united as time went by;
we could genuinely feel that we could
accomplish something. For the first
time, I experienced desperately wait-
ing for someone while engaging in a
witnessing campaign.

Witnessing in English
Ms. Park Ye-jeong 
Korea University

We
bega
n

witnessing
after the pil-
grimage to
holy sites.

CARP mem-
bers and those

form the Cheon
Jeong Gung team

paired up. Our task at first was to
build teamwork. I engaged in the ac-
tivity while believing that there is
God’s providence behind our teams
coming to work together. Our team-
work improved gradually. I believe
we were able to unite because we
centered on True Parents. I prayed to
God, “Please, whatever kind of peo-
ple I meet, allow me to be able to
connect them to our Heavenly Par-
ent.” 

I met connected to one person in
Las Vegas. I introduced CARP activi-
ties to him at first and told him that
there was an event that day. Then the
Japanese missionary translated that
into English. My original intention
was to do just that and say good-bye,
but something inside me told me that

I should not let go of him just like
that. Therefore, I asked that young
man, “Do you have time, now? Let’s
go our center!” Surprisingly, he sim-
ply answered “Sure!” On hearing
that, I brought him to the CARP cen-
ter. While I was staying in America,
he came to the center twice and lis-
tened to Divine Principle lectures
until the chapter on the Human Fall.
Now the CARP members in Las
Vegas are helping him. I cannot meet
him personally, but we are still in con-
tact through SNS, even though we
may be far away from each other. 

This Campaign Changed 
My Heart
Ms. Han Yu-mi 

Sun Moon University

Ihad many
worries
about wit-

nessing. I did
not know
what to do,
only thinking
to myself, I do

not even speak
the language.

What do I do in this
foreign land?

My confidence was low. For that
reason, I started to pray and one thing
that came up in my mind during the
prayer was “creation of the environ-
ment.” I began to think that Las Vegas
might not be an ideal place for me to
do witnessing activities, but for some
reason True Parents guided us to do
this in Las Vegas, of all places. They
must have created an environment for
us already.

I felt that Satan would take away
this environment if we fail to over-
come obstacles and to invest our-
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Las Vegas 
Witnessing 
Reflections 

The witnessing workshop in Las Vegas, which True Mother was leading, has concluded. The wit-
nessing members collected a list of over five hundred names with contact information and at
least ten people visited the CARP center every day to listen to Divine Principle lectures. We are
pleased to provide our readers summaries of reflections made by five CARP members that took
part in this witnessing workshop. 



selves. So I began to commit myself,
thinking Let’s just do it! I can do it. I
am a proud second-generation child
of True Parents.

Sometimes people belittled me,
and sometimes I had to hear people
mock the Unification Church, but I
was able to rise beyond these difficul-
ties thanks to my faith in our Heav-
enly Parent and True Parents. I
actually met many people, and I re-
ceived a lot of love as well. There was,
especially, a man by the name of Rick.
Doctors discovered that Rick’s mother
had cancer, which shocked him
greatly. This news caused him to
avoid human contact and to live alone
for many months. However, his atti-
tude changed drastically after he
started coming to the CARP
center. He promised that he would lis-
ten to Divine Principle lectures, and
he even read True Father’s autobiog-
raphy. I was not able to exchange
many words with him, but we con-
versed a lot through our facial expres-
sions, bodily gestures and our hearts.
I felt truly that Rick is a child prepared
by Heaven.

One more surprise was in store for
me during the witnessing campaign. I
was doubtful about the CARP team
and Cheon Jeong Gung team being
able to achieve unity. However, after
we witnessed together for a while, we
were able to become one. As we prac-
ticed loving others and lived for each
other’s sake, our unity came
naturally. This workshop has brought
a change in my heart. I was able to
comprehend how desperate Heaven’s
heart is, and I wanted to bring joy to
True Parents as fast as I could.

Discovering I Am loved
Ms. Moon Ji-eh 

Sungshin Women’s University

During
the pil-
grim-

age, I resolved
to keep my
love for our
Heavenly
Parent and

True Parents
firm, which led

me to invest even
more sincerity in the

witnessing part of this workshop. Es-
pecially during the initial part of the
workshop, treating people with the
same heart as I would treat my own
family was difficult. This caused
many worries in me. I was unable to
empty myself because of the pressure
that came from my line of thinking: I
want to make True Mother happy, for
which I have to witness, for which I
have to be able to live for the sake of
others, for which I have to love.

Realizing that truthful love can
only come about when I invite our
Heavenly Parent into myself, I fo-
cused on clearing my thoughts. I
fasted in the morning and focused on
emptying my heart of distractions. I
continued to do this and focused on
the moments when I could feel that
our Heavenly Parent is with me. Sur-
prisingly, curiosity was aroused
whenever I met new people even
when I was physically tired. I wanted
to talk more, I empathized more, I
wanted to connect with others and I
laughed naturally because I was so
happy that we could converse
through our hearts. All this was re-
markable and exciting to me. I fo-
cused so intently on giving love to
them, but in the midst of it all, I sud-
denly realized that I was not only giv-
ing love; I was also receiving it.
People gave me their attention, and
asked me when I would return to
America after going back to Korea.
They were sad when I could not give
them a clear answer. They gave me
things that they could have otherwise
used for themselves. They gave me a
lot of love, and this loving relation-
ship led to our unity. I have returned
to Korea but I still miss them. 

Children Heaven 
Wants to Save
Ms. Tsuji Masako 
Yeonsei University

Heaven’s
provi-
dence

unfolded from
the day we
began our
witnessing
campaign. We

were eating our
lunch in a Mc-

Donald’s that day. One student from
Sun Moon University was saying,
“True Mother gave us her instruc-
tions, and nothing is impossible when
the spiritual world is with us.” Mr.
Moon Sang-pil, the CARP president
and other workshop participants
were engaged in a rousing conversa-
tion. However, I saw a man doing
nothing but praying in the corner, not
even ordering anything. Then some-
thing hit me: This is the man!

I began talking to him. He ended
up coming to the CARP center and
listening to a Divine Principle lec-
ture on the chapter on the Creation.
He also promised that he would
keep coming back for more. I felt
that this symbolized that we can
meet people that Heaven has pre-
pared only if we are willing to take
steps forward.

During my witnessing activity,
English was a problem for me, a fac-
tor that chipped away at my confi-
dence. Even though my English is
limited, I started to believe that what
matters is not language but having a
truthful heart. If I go out with sincer-
ity, Heaven will guide me and the
spiritual world will protect me. Every
time I met someone, I tried to convey
my thoughts as clearly as possible in
English. Increasingly, people began to
listen to what I said; True Father’s
poem inspired them and they em-
pathized with our activity. We were
able to accumulate a list of five hun-
dred people after only ten days of the
witnessing campaign. More than ten
people came to the CARP center each
day to listen to Divine Principle lec-
tures. 

Our team also was able to get a
witnessing candidate to donate
money, so that he could attend a Di-
vine Principle workshop. He even
registered himself as a member of the
Family Federation the following
week. It was a difficult time, but all of
my worries and sadness went away
when he made that decision. Many
others also came to our CARP center
and experienced our culture. 

I was grateful for each one. We
were able to realize that they all
needed the Divine Principle in their
lives after listening to their life stories,
and we realized that they truly were
children whom Heaven wanted to
save.
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In a recent interim check of the
hundred-day special activity pe-
riod for the success of the second
anniversary of Foundation Day,

our North Gyeonggi church district
ranked first out of twenty-two dis-
tricts in Korea. One can attribute this
feat to their innovative worship cul-
ture. 

Pastor Hwang-bo Gun (who has a
two-syllable surname and a one-sylla-
ble given name) made effort to tailor
the sermons to the level of new mem-
bers, to improve the choir, to maintain
open worship services (to which non-
members feel free to come)  and to
conduct a course for new members
after worship. Rev. Hwang-bo, whose
church is the headquarters church for
the district, submits his annual pas-
toral plan at the end of each year in
order to share his vision for the next
year with his Finance Department.
The Finance Department head, the
pastor and a representative of the
Guri members then reach an agree-
ment before the pastor reports the
plan to the congregation during a
general assembly. 

Following this tradition, in 2014,
they had created a five-step model
pastoral process: to pray and offer
conditions, to create relationships, to
invite, to determine, and to come to a
settlement. The first step entails listing
the names of potential members, and
then praying for and setting condi-
tions for the people on that list.  

For the second step, members act—
disseminating pamphlets and As a
Peace-Loving Global Citizen, conducting
service projects, and forming moun-
tain hiking clubs. For the third step,
members invited the candidates to
their Happy Day seminar or a one-

day Divine Principle workshop. For
the fourth step, they run a twelve-lec-
ture Divine Principle workshop. Fi-
nally, for the fifth step, they provide
their candidates an eight-week educa-
tional program to help them settle in
as full members. 

Key 2014 activities and growth
The implementation of this ministe-
rial model in 2014 led to an increase in
members, from 1,148 in 2013 to 1,489.
Sunday service attendance went from
494 to 537. Here, are some of the activ-
ities carried out by our church in Guri
last year. First, they hosted a One-
Heart Sports Festival at the LG Base-
ball Stadium on October 12. The
whole congregation participated in
the event along with fifty new mem-
bers and members who had stopped
coming to the church. The mayor of
Guri, two national assemblymen
(Korea’s parliamentarians), the City
Council chairman and two council-
men also took part. The sports festival
was significant in that they used to
hold it annually but hadn’t done so
for seven years. In the morning, all of
the members participated in “fun
sports” not meant to be competitive.
The members then formed teams that
competed against each other in the
sports festival that afternoon.

On November 8 and 9, they invited
Mr. Yun Young-tae, an early member,
to give his testimony at a service
meant to energize members at the be-
ginning of the one hundred days of
special activities. His testimony and
sermon had four parts: First, the age
of pioneering and persecution; sec-
ond, overcoming tribulation and revi-
talizing the church; third, the
globalization of the blessing and ac-

tivities in Korea; fourth, the mission of
heavenly tribal messiahs. 

The service concluded with the
members present all pledging to suc-
ceed in the one hundred days of spe-
cial activities by approaching it with
the same sincere hearts we associate
with our early members. The mem-
bers within their home groups set
their minds on consistently praying
early each morning, and each group
drew up a detailed action plan cover-
ing the one hundred days. 

The congregation also hosted a
launching ceremony for the People's
Committee to Prepare for Unification,
an event connected to the activities of
the Citizen’s Federation for Unifica-
tion of the Koreas (a UPF component
in Korea). Three hundred people, in-
cluding Guri’s city mayor, two na-
tional assemblymen, the chairman
and five other members of the City
Council, and the chairman of the
Credit Union participated in this
event on November 21 at the Guri
Youth Center. Twenty witnessing can-
didates that had connected to the
church thanks to continuous witness-
ing activities conducted once or twice
each week in the subway also partici-
pated in this event. Peace ambassa-
dors made a determination to actively
participate in it, and a national assem-
blyman gave Mrs. Kim Bok-gon a
civic award.

Our church in Guri created a Youth
Department. They had their first Sun-
day service on November 3, 2013.
They are continuing their activities
after forming a body of student repre-
sentatives in March 2014. They held
their first Membership Training Work-
shop for college-student members in
June at a rented place in the country-
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Our Church in Guri: 
An Activity Report

In its special activities to prepare for  
the second anniversary of Foundation Day it ranked first. 



side. They held explanatory events for
the blessing twice since their incep-
tion and some second-generation cou-
ples and some from the
first-generation (sixteen in total) have
been matched. More than thirty mem-
bers attend the Youth Department's
Sunday services regularly. 

The church is working to secure a
place to build a church parking lot
and an exercise or sports field. The
need for the parking lot surfaced be-
cause of a lack of space to park the
cars during Sunday services and for
members to get together and build
friendships. They wish to have a
sports or exercise area for Seonghwa
students (in middle school and high
school) and college-aged members to
use for witnessing purposes. The
church is working to have ownership
of a plot of land transferred from our
church farm management group to
the church. Members now use it as a
weekend farm area. The church wants
to expand their parking capacity and
set up an exercise space for witness-
ing purposes. 

The direction of worship services
Their road map for church growth is
to have worship services that encom-
pass three generations of members,
open a systematic educational course
for new members, strengthen the
hoondok family group leaders, and
hold s Festival for New Life aimed at
inviting people in the Cain-realm.
Among these, the worship service for
three generations of members is ex-
pected to fill the gap between young
and old generations, provide a place
for communication, increase the num-
ber of service participants (as families
will come to the services as one unit)

and show to the world the true family
culture of the Unification Church. The
church in Guri is also planning to de-
velop a system for new members, cre-
ate a four-week course to familiarize
them with the church gradually and
to later guide them to participate in
Divine Principle workshops. 

The leaders of each hoondok fam-
ily church will come together in the
small chapel every Tuesday to report
about their activities. They will also
continue to hold worship services for
people in the Cain-realm. Here, they
will submit a list of participants and
prepare an environment for open
services. To date, the mayor of Guri, a
member of the Guri city council, an
assistant to a city council official, the
former president of the Korean Broad-
casting Service (KBS), the president of
the National Elderly Citizens' Associa-
tion in a nearby city, the CEO of an art
gallery and the chairman of the Credit
Union in Guri have all participated in
some of these open services. In con-
clusion, the following are the direc-
tions Guri church's worship services
will take in the future.

1. They will worship God.
2. They will attend True Parents cen-

tered on God.
3. They will worship with grateful

hearts.
4. Three generations of members will

participate and harmonize among
themselves.

5. They will bring new life to others.
6. Together, their worship services will

bring God joy. 

The church is also operating a
Cheon Il Guk Witnessing School. Ac-
cording to their interim report, on av-

erage, two hundred people partici-
pated in the courses, held nine times
from April 17 to June 19. Among these
participants, 195 of them submitted
an application to enter the school. 

Looking toward 2015 
To achieve their ministerial goal for
2015, the church in Guri has created a
plan to develop and publish materials
needed for witnessing and to deploy
witnessing teams more frequently in
order to bolster their witnessing ef-
forts. They will continue hosting
Happy Day Seminars. In March and
December, they will throw a Welcom-
ing Party cum church service for new
members. They will conduct classes
on witnessing in April and May. Also
in May and again in December they
will host a general worship service for
three generations of Unificationists. In
addition to these steps, they will run
education sessions for one-on-one Di-
vine Principle education and provide
recreational lectures twice this year in
order to learn how to help new mem-
bers adapt to being full members. 

In addition, they will develop edu-
cational home-group materials and
host a Wednesday Festival Workshop
and monthly workshops for home
group leaders, aimed at enlivening
their hoondok family church prac-
tices. 

Moreover, they will hold an educa-
tion session for parents in May and
December to invigorate their blessing
efforts, Parenting School in May and
October to bring harmony within
families and outdoor services and
sports festivals to strengthen the activ-
ities of their Youth Department, thus
increasing harmony among the con-
gregants.
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1A one-day Seminar on Cheon Il Guk Witnessing
2The One-Heart Sports Festival
3A married couples’ blessing ceremony 
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Mr. Lee Byeong-hoi, from
our church in Jangheung
in South Jeolla Province,
has been the head of the

local volunteer service group, Janghe-
ung County Supporters, which pro-
vides a variety of services to senior
citizens that live alone and to multi-
cultural families. Last December 10,
the governor of South Jeolla Province
recognized his efforts and presented a
service award to Mr. Lee. Ms. Watan-
abe Junko is a member from the same
church, who customarily expresses
great interest and affection for teach-
ing second-generation members. She
consistently supported educational
initiatives in the local society and was
recognized for her efforts in promot-
ing education. On December 19, the
South Jeolla Province superintendent
of education presented her with a
plaque of appreciation.  

Another member of the same
church, Ms. Yamazaki Naoko, is a
graduate of Tokyo University of the
Arts. She organized a band with the
seonghwa student group and pas-
sionately carried out activities to pro-
mote harmony within the
neighborhood. Local residents love
her. On May 19, 2013, the Minster of
Gender Equality and Family pre-
sented an award certificate to her. 

People know Mrs. Gondo Mut-
sumi for her deep devotion to her par-
ents-in-law. In September 2013, the
Minster of Gender Equality and Fam-
ily presented a certificate to her as
model for multicultural families to
emulate as a person living in Korea
that has contributed to the advance-
ment of social integration by multicul-
tural families. 

Focus on heavenly tribes
Many members at the church have ef-
fectively testified about True Parents
through their exemplary family
lifestyle, volunteer work and expres-
sions of true love not only in their

local community but also in Korean
society. Since Rev. Son Gi-moon be-
came the pastor in March 2013, the
entire congregation has boosted its ef-
forts to develop the church and pro-
mote harmony among its members.
All these sincere efforts have led to the
substantial manifestation of Cheon Il
Guk in the Jangheung church. 

One of the first things the new
church leader did was to remodel the
dilapidated church building.  The first
church was an A-frame building that
the devotion of members made possi-
ble. After sustaining damage in a ty-
phoon, they rebuilt it as a two-story
building in 1987 using steel girders
and concrete. However, another ty-
phoon blew off the tiles that cover Ko-
rean roofs. When Rev. Son came, he
found the building in this a damaged
state. The paint was peeling off the
walls, giving the church a shabby look
that prevented members from com-
fortably inviting guests to the build-
ing. 

In July 2013, members got together
to carry out extensive repairs on the
building. They transformed God's
temple into a refreshing and beautiful
place.  

Rev. Son's goal was to instill hope
and joy in members so that families
themselves could be involved in min-
istry that promoted happiness. Just as
he had hoped, after the remodeling,
members soon became a harmonious
congregation through festive worship,
birthday services and sports activities.
With the dawn of 2015, Rev. Son ex-
pressed his hopes for the coming year.
“The central force of activities in the
Korean church is now shifting from
Korean members to members from
multicultural families. The Jangheung
church is no exception. More than
sixty foreign wives of Korean mem-
bers serve in various public missions
in the church. These women from
Japan, the Philippines, Thailand,
Mongolia and other countries are now

serving as missionaries through home
group activities, witnessing, volunteer
services, and as the heads of the wives
association and as Sunday school in-
structors.”

Over the New Year holiday, each
home group formed a witnessing
team focused on bringing victory in
their heavenly tribes. On Saturday
and Sunday afternoons, members vis-
ited all the surrounding towns and in-
vested themselves completely in
witnessing. Members also formed
Seonghwa Volunteer Groups and en-
gaged in service activities with those
children that are unable to go to
church. This has accelerated witness-
ing efforts among students of middle
school and high school age. 

They also utilized sports activities,
such as volleyball, to build unity
among young members, while birth-
day services, band activities, cultural
festivals and outdoor worship serv-
ices will be organized for young
members. The church also organized
sightseeing tours for elderly mem-
bers. They invited inspirational
preachers to their revivals. All these
initiatives have helped members nur-
ture a healthy life of faith. 

The Jangheung church focuses on
one-on-one education. All members of
the church will advance strongly
through 2015 toward the victory of Vi-
sion 2020 with one mind and one
heart.  

Rev. Son's hometown is in Janghe-
ung, which is at the southernmost tip
of the Korean Peninsula, situated at
the foot of the Noryeong Mountain
Range. Mountains six hundred to
seven hundred meters tall surround
the area in all directions. Pristine
water flows from the mountains to
form a river that waters the vast
fields. With its warm-hearted people,
Jangheung is blessed by nature with
abundant beauty.

God's word first came to this beau-
tiful land in 1957. At that time, Mr.
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Yoo Choong-taek, a director of a
dental clinic and a Presbyterian
Church elder—a well-respected
man in Jangheung—visited Seoul.
A member that was witnessing on
the street guided him to our
church, where he listened to the
Divine Principle Rev. Eu Hyo-won
lecture for a week. The teachings
deeply moved and inspired him.
Mr. Yoo returned to Jangheung
and covertly began to convey this
new truth to the other followers of
his church. Although the Presbyte-
rian Church attempted to sabotage
his efforts, more than thirty fol-
lowers joined the Unification
Church. 

That church has produced more
than four-hundred blessed mem-
bers, ranging from those in the 72-
couple blessing group to ones in
the 400-million couple group.
These blessed members later went
out to the world and to other parts
of Korea. Even today, they are
working hard to fulfill God's will,
further making the Jangheung
church members proud. 

From olden times, Jangheung
has been a rice-growing area. The
residents are not strangers to
poverty and hunger. This was the
reality of Korea's farming areas
after Japan annexed the country
and following the Korean War’s
devastation. Jangheung was no ex-
ception. 

During those years, nobody
wanted their daughters to come to
this farm village to suffer. For
many of the single men living in
this village finding a bride was

rough. The parents sighed in sor-
row as they saw their sons grow
old without having found a wife.
As their anguish filled the skies of
this village, salvation came from
Hannam-dong in Seoul. When
True Parents, at what was then
their official residence in Hannam-
dong, about the situation here,
they instructed that single men
from the farm villages have prior-
ity in in the matching. 

In absolute obedience to True
Parents and in hopes of creating
true families, young, single
women from Japan, the Philip-
pines, Thailand and Mongolia
married Korean farmers. Many
lovely women blessed to men
from Jangheung settled there and
began forming families. 

However, they faced great hard-
ships and challenges living in a
foreign country with a different
culture, language and environ-
ment. Many of these blessed wives
went through unfortunate and
painful circumstances. Yet, because
of True Parents' teachings, these
women were able to overcome the
environmental and cultural obsta-
cles. The local community has rec-
ognized many of them for their
exemplary lifestyles. National gov-
ernment ministers and heads of
local governments have lauded
these happily married women, rec-
ognized their extraordinary devo-
tion and service and awarded
them for it.

Pastor Son Gi-moon provided the infor-
mation for this article. 
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Lee Byeong-hoi 
(360,000-couple blessing group)
Mr. Lee and Ushigome are a blessed couple
with two sons and two daughters. Mr. Lee
has been the head of the Jangheung County
Supporters volunteer group, which builds
and repairs houses for senior citizens that
live alone and for multicultural families. The
head of Jangheung County had presented
him with an award in the past. Last Decem-
ber, Mr. Lee Nak-yeon, governor of South Je-
olla Province, presented a certificate to him
in recognition of his services. Members recall
that when they repaired the church building
he volunteered his services and worked
while covered in dirt, sweat and grime.

Watanabe Junko 
(30,000-couple blessing group)
Mrs. Watanabe and Lym Tae-hyeon are a
blessed couple, with a son and a daughter.
Her husband has been in the hospital for a
long time. Despite her difficulties, she ener-
getically leads her life with her two children.
She makes a living by cleaning a local school.
Yet, she continues to offer her services at af-
terschool classes, teaching children Japan-
ese. In December, the South Jeolla Province
superintendent of education recognized her
for her services and presented her with a
plaque of appreciation.

Yamazaki Naoko 
(360,000-couple blessing group)
Mrs. Yamazaki and Kim Ki-yeol are a blessed
couple. They have two daughters. Mrs. Ya-
mazaki graduated from Tokyo University of
the Arts. She can sing well and is good at
promoting harmony among people. Many
prominent figures in local area love her. Mrs.
Yamazaki knows how to play instruments, so
she recently organized and is instructing a
band consisting of seonghwa students. Re-
cently, she bought a small car and is actively
going to each town for witnessing activities. 

Gondo Mutsumi 
(6,500-couple blessing group)
Mr. Gondo and Kang Seong-hoi are a blessed
couple, the parents of two sons and two
daughters. Mrs. Gondo was a city-dweller in
Japan. Yet, she came to this rural area to live
with her husband and to farm. She has duti-
fully taken care of her parents-in-law. She is
highly renowned as a devout and faithful
person by not only her neighbors but by res-
idents throughout the county. As such, in
September 2013, the Minster of Gender
Equality and Family presented her with a
certificate. 

Introduction to Recognized

▲ Seonghwa students visit Beomnetgol
◀ [Top] Our multicultural missionary team 
[Bottom] The final match of a volleyball tourna-
ment hosted by the president of the Federation
of Multicultural Families in Jeonnam Province



The Happy Family Program
strives to promote happy fam-
ilies—one of the visions of the
unification movement in

Japan—and to guide parents and chil-
dren in working together to substan-
tively practice their faith, the values of
the blessing and the family ideal
across three generations. This pro-
gram consists of the Seminar for Be-
coming a Better Parent, Couple
Gatherings, and the Parent–Child
Seminar for Creating Good Families.
In other words, this is a program to
help people restore and complete the
parental heart, thereby becoming true
parents. 

By practicing ways to become a

better couple (in a group of four or
five couple) this program aims to cre-
ate a basis for couples to grow
through experience, effect restoration
in their families, and move toward
creating a church that is an extension
of a happy family. Within such a
church, blessed couples can carry out
our tribal mission messiah (witness-
ing) and develop a true family cam-
paign that can contribute to society.

The primary aim of the program is
to restore the bond of heart (trust)
within the parent–child relationship,
so that parents can guide their chil-
dren toward the blessing. The main
points are the following: Allow partic-
ipants in the Seminar for Becoming a

Better Parent to share the Happy
Family Program vision. Engage in dis-
cussions in Couple Gatherings. Then,
based on the parents’ investment in
the relationship with their child, have
both the parents and the child take
part in the Parent–Child Seminar for
Creating Good Families, so that as a
family they can make a fresh start.

The parents’ seminar
The Seminar for Becoming a Better
Parent identifies problems within a
family as common problems within
the church and society that we need
to address. Dealing with these prob-
lems communally, with mutual sup-
port, helps participants build
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The course back to a happy family can be a
wrenching, though worthwhile, process.



awareness and a mind-set that the un-
derlying purpose of relating to their
child is to restore the original parent–
child relationship. The program en-
courages parents not only to engage
their children head-on but also to set
goals for improving their spousal rela-
tionship, so that they can show their
children substantive happiness in a
couple, thereby encouraging their
children to go to the blessing.

Aspects of true parenthood
How long should a parent continue to
raise his or her child? Childrearing is
for the benefit of not only the child but
also the parents. Within the family,
parents develop and gradually em-
body the four great realms of heart.
Only when that process is complete
are they true parents. Childrearing
continues until their child certifies that
his or her parents are true parents.

I will introduce four aspects of be-
coming a true parent. First, is making
sure the parents’ love reaches the
child, which means deepening the
give-and-take action. Loving one’s
child and having that parental love
reach the child are two separate
things. In most cases, the parents’ love
does not reach the child. Conse-
quently, in many cases all manner of
walls and crevices form between par-
ent and child. Ensuring that your love
reaches your child is essential. The
second aspect of becoming a true par-
ent is creating an environment in
which your child can grow. Children
are simultaneously the subject-partner
when it comes to growing up and the
object-partner when it comes to being
raised. The parents are the subject-
partner when it comes to “raising a
child.” That a parent grows toward a
certain goal is the third aspect. By
goal, I am referring to the aim of be-
coming a true parent that embodies
the four great realms of heart. The
fourth aspect is having a purpose in
the family. Building relationships
within your family assuring that all
the members in your family can talk
about what kind of family they want
to create is important. 

Practicing three points is essential
to succeeding in these four aspects of
becoming a true parent. First, you
must believe that your child is God’s
child. Second, all members of the fam-
ily should engage in empathic listen-

ing within the family. Third, you must
recognize that the child holds the an-
swer to the problem.

The purpose and goal of the
Happy Family Program is to build
trust between the parent and child,
encourage participants to hold family
meetings, and for the members to en-
gage in volunteer service activities as
a family. By doing so, I believe they
can become families that are owners
over the mission of tribal messiahs.
Participants learn these points
through the parental seminars and are
encouraged to implement what they
have learned.

Collaborative couples
Four to five couples form a group for
two months, meeting once or twice a
week. There, each couple tells the
group what they did with their child
and empathizes with the achieve-
ments of the other couples, while en-
couraging one another, resetting their
goals and helping one another to
grow to become true parents. The
goal of this program is to build trust
among the couples so that they can
talk to one another and to allow par-
ticipants to see and actually feel that
they have grown closer to becoming a
true parent. Members of this group
pray for one another and pray that the
child or children join the couples in

the parent–child seminar and later go
to the blessing. Participants continue
to help each other until their last cou-
ple gathering, with their minds set on
participating in the parent–child semi-
nar. After two months, participants
discuss whether to continue holding
these Couple Gatherings. Some
choose continuing meeting once a
month or otherwise depending on
their circumstances.

We ask the leader of the group of
couples to be more a facilitator and
contact person than somebody dictat-
ing what to do. Essentially, the leader
should not force his or her opinion on
others. The leader is in a position to
praise the accomplishments of each
participant and encourage others to
identify with the underlying heart.
Members speak to the group about in-
cidents in their family that touched
their hearts or left an impression and
they empathize with one another.

Practicing as a family
Merely thinking about creating a
happy family is not enough; practic-
ing love within the family is impor-
tant. In order to win the trust of your
children, what actions should you
take? You might do many things, but
here I would like to suggest three
things you can do.

People say that a child cannot
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choose his parents nor can parents
choose their children. No matter what
kind of person your child is, God en-
trusted that child to you. Even if your
child cries, complains or badgers you
about something, you should always
remember that God entrusted you
with this child and speak to the child
with that in mind. (Once again) your
child is God’s child.

Every childrearing book states that
the parent must change. How can a
parent change? Parents usually try to
change their children’s behavior. They
try to force their children to study or
to force them to go to church. Parents
try multitudinous ways to change a
child’s behavior. Yet, the more they
try, the less likely the child is to
change. In some cases, parents begin
to develop a negative impression of
their own child, which defeats the ef-
fort in the end. Some may ask what
they, as a parent, should do to change.
Instead of trying to change your
child’s behavior, you should first gen-
uinely try to understand your son or
daughter. Children are champions
when it comes to discerning the mo-
tives of a parent. They will immedi-
ately sense your motive in trying to
understand them. You will see that
your love is actually reaching them,
and the children will realize on their
own that they need to change their
behavior.

Parents love all their children.
When, then, does your love actually
reach your children? Children feel
their parents’ love when they sense
that their parents understand them.
Hence, I encourage you to listen to
your children and hear what they are
saying. If you open your heart and
strive to understand what your child

is saying and how he feels when he
talks to you, your child will find joy
and feel your love. When that occurs,
your child will come to have a more
positive outlook. Increasing the capac-
ity of your children’s hearts requires
listening to them and empathizing
with them.

Try practicing empathic listening
with other parents. Two people
should form a pair. One person will
practice empathic listening while the
other talks about the seminar, reflec-
tively. Each person has four minutes
to talk and to listen. If you practice
this enough, you will gradually learn
how to listen empathically.

Aside from these three tech-
niques that I just introduced, there are
other techniques such as “removing
the nail in your heart,” “pressing the
pause button,” “getting off the emo-
tional train,” “leading a life that in-
creases the balance in your ‘trust’
account,” “accepting your family as it
is,” and “loving each person.”

The parent–child seminar
Once you have practiced in your fam-
ily what you have learned through
the Couple Gatherings and have re-
stored to a certain extent trust be-
tween you and your child, we
recommended that you and your
child participate in the two-day Par-
ent-child Seminar for Creating Good
Families. The purpose is to improve
the parent–child relationship, increase
trust in the church, and reinforce hope
in the blessing. One of its features is
having other second-generation mem-
bers give three types of testimonies—
a testimony on when they found their
faith, one on the joy they felt when re-
ceiving the blessing, and one on their

activities in the church. We interview
each second-generation child sepa-
rately. The interviewer listens care-
fully to whatever the child is unable
to tell his or her parents. At the end,
we ask the parents and the children to
write a letter to each other and to read
it to the other. More than ninety-per-
cent of those that participated said
that their parent–child relationship
improved. The children that partici-
pated reconnected to the church.
Trusting one’s parents is an important
factor in a second-generation child’s
willingness to go through the bless-
ing. That trust itself translates into
success. Therefore, if parents can win
the trust of their children and grow
through this process, this will lead to
the formation of happy families.

Parents are responsible
Parents have inherited the victory of
our True Parents’ matching. Matching
by parents requires that each parent
have the requisite level of maturity.
Understanding their child’s heart is
the way for the parents to grow in
heart and in love. I cannot say enough
about how recommending the bless-
ing to your children is the most impor-
tant event in the family’s course. I
have found that parents can grow
through the Happy Family Program
and that this has greatly increased and
raised the level of matching by par-
ents, which is True Parents’ desire.

Mr. Tada works in the Family Education De-
partment, HSAUWC Japan, which also pro-
duces the guidebooks, Hearts of Parents and
Children: Starting Communication and The
Second-Generation Blessing Handbook:
How You Too Can Achieve a Happy Marriage.
You can reach him at tada@uc-japan.org. 
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Mr. Fukuda Minoro (6,000-couple group)

Iwas blessed in 1982. I have three sons and a daugh-
ter. My wife, Yukiko passed away at fifty-four after
struggling against a disease. After her seonghwa,

she often appeared in the spirit and guided our family.
However, it seemed that my children, who are very
sensitive, missed their mother much more than I had
thought. Out of their pain and sorrow, they began to
engage in problematic behavior, but I was unable to
understand them and did not know how to deal with
the situation.

As the hostility in our household increased, I real-
ized that this could not continue. I took Power of the
Family Enhancement classes and resolved to practice
what I had learned. During the classes, I realized that
I was accountable for the present condition of my
family. I repented for hurting my children’s feelings.
All they wanted was for me to listen to them as they
expressed their pain. All I tried to do was explain the
circumstances and point out the problems. I had in-
correctly believed that doing that was an expression
of parental love. I bowed my head in shame and asked
my children for forgiveness.

During a conversation I had with my oldest son, I
found myself in a situation where normally I would
have scolded him. At that moment, I mentally
“pressed the pause button” in my heart and refrained
from shouting. Thus, I was able to see my son’s pure
heart. Since then, I made it a rule to listen first to my
children before trying to say something to them. As a
result, my children began to comment on how I had
changed. They now tell me that they feel freer to talk
to me because I listen to them. I remember somebody
saying that children are geniuses when it comes to
identifying their parent’s motives. I feel that this is
true.

Mrs. Sato Masami (360,000-couple group)

For the past two years, I have been participating
once a month in the Power of the Family En-
hancement classes. Gradually, I have come to

see my fallen nature. As I practiced the skills that I
learned in class, such as “pushing the pause button”
and empathic listening, my relationship to my hus-
band—which had been characterized by constant ar-
guing—began to change. In this process, my husband
began to repent for having caused True Parents to suf-
fer. He related to me how he actually felt God embrac-
ing him during prayer.

My relationship with my oldest son, who was in the
second grade of middle school, was not the best, and
one day we argued about something frivolous. His
twin brother pushed the two of us into a room and
closed the door, saying that we should talk it out. At
first, a long silence weighed heavily in the room; how-
ever, gradually, I began to feel the bitterness my oldest
son had had from when he was a child. Soon, I began
to feel so deeply sorry. Tears covered my face. During
the next hour, I apologized for each wrong that I had
committed from when he was three until when he was
fourteen years old. My son, in tears, listened quietly.
After our talk, I opened the door, and found my sec-
ond son, who had been listening, in tears. I realized
that my second son had been saddened whenever I
quarreled with my oldest son. This caused me yet
again to repent deeply. 

That night, my son came and sat on my lap. Being
able to so naturally bond with my son again moved
me to tears. Since then, all the members in my family
can talk freely with one another and bond in heart.

Testimonies



1. Mr. Ahn Sam-gyu recognized for his
exemplary, unselfish life 

Kushiro is a Japanese city on the
east coast of Hokkaido, where
the average snowfall over the
winter piles up to several me-

ters, transforming the land into a
white kingdom. Here, too, the red-
crowned crane, the Cheon Il Guk na-
tional bird, comes in winter to greet
spring. A thirty-minute drive from
here will take you to a dairy farm.
There we interviewed Mr. Ahn Sam-
gyu and his wife Matsui Mikie, whom
True Parents blessed among the
30,000-couple blessing group. More
than ten years has passed since they
settled down in this area. Currently,
they are taking care of three hundred
cows on this farm, which has been
running since Matsui's parents were
young. Mr. Ahn has won his in-laws’
trust by working two to three times
harder than anyone else does. He has
taken over from his father-in-law and
is expanding the farm. 

Ahn Sam-gyu: Before we received
the blessing, my wife told me that she
had three sisters, that she came from a
family of only daughters and that we
would have to live in Japan in order to

carry on the family business. At first, I
hesitated but after coming here, all I have
done is work, aside from sleeping and
eating. After spending ten years in this
way, my father-in-law handed over every-
thing to my wife and me. 

Matsui Hiroshi (Mikie’s father): I
saw that my son-in-law worked very
hard, so I was able to entrust him with
the management. I am satisfied with him
because he works ten times harder than
the young people around him do. I know
he had to face some hardships because
of the fact that he is Korean but he al-
ways was understanding of the people
around him and loved them with an al-
truistic heart. This gradually drew the at-
tention of the people around him. 

Agricultural cooperative staff
member: The number of Japanese peo-
ple in the dairy industry is on the decline.
I am impressed that Mr. Ahn came to
Japan to get into the dairy business.

Three generations live together in
Mr. Ahn's household. He finds inspi-
ration and a glimpse of our Heavenly
Parent's heart when looking at his
children, born through the blessing. 

Ahn Sam-gyu: I am happiest when I
am with my family. I think one can find
happiness through forming a blessed

family. The last time I went to the Philip-
pines, I saw many people living in
poverty. I think it was worse than Korea
in the 1950s, yet people are still living
under such dire circumstances. I think
that as human beings, in the course of
our lives, we should help people in need.

His wife expressed her apprecia-
tion toward her husband for coming
to Japan after receiving the great gift
of the blessing and for living for the
sake of others. 

Matsui Mikie: In the beginning,
everybody in our neighborhood and even
in my household was fiercely opposed to
my marrying a Korean. Yet, after seeing
my husband working hard and taking
good care of those around him, they all
now recognize him as a good husband. 

The value of this priceless blessing
emanates through the happiness of
this family and conveys the beauty of
Korea. 

2. Pak Hyang-ja, testifying about True
Parents and introducing Korea to
Japan
After a four-hour drive from Kushiro,
we find ourselves in a mid-sized city
called Asahikawa, a well-known city
for its portrayal in the famous Japan-
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Cheon Il Guk Taking Root in 
Korean–Japanese Blessed Families

In Japan, many bi-national blessed couples, being closely attuned to our Heavenly Parent's heart, have utilized God’s word and true love
to overcome many difficulties and are preparing to harvest the fruits of Cheon Il Guk. We based what follows on interviews of some of
these couples. We featured this topic in a recent Pyeonghwa Magazine DVD, produced by the History Compilation Committee.



ese novel Hyoten (Freezing Point).
The city has a cultural center honor-
ing Miura Ayako (1922–1999), the au-
thor. We visited Pak Hyang-ja who
introduced, in Korean, stories about
Asahikawa. She has involved herself
in nearly all aspects of this area. She
currently translates and produces cap-
tions in Korean for all the videos pro-
duced in Kushiro and serves as an
evangelist for Japanese culture. While
doing this, she testifies about True
Parents and introduces Japanese peo-
ple to Korea. She is one of several
well-known Koreans in the region. 

A cultural center staff member: She
is accurate, quick and perfect in her work.
She does not compromise on the quality
of her work. She constantly checks and
rechecks her translations and interpreta-
tion. She has gained a lot of trust be-
cause of her diligent work ethic.

She also teaches Korean at one of
the largest cultural centers in the area.
She has taught more than six hundred
students. A staff member told us that
Pak Hyang-ja’s class is more popular
than are others held at the same time.
Last year, the Korean National As-
sembly (parliament) invited her to
visit as a member of the Hunmin-
jeongeum Global Society of Japan. 

Sato Yoshiko: We provide many lec-
tures at this cultural center. Many people
come to learn a foreign language; and her
Korean class is quite popular. Many peo-
ple have signed up for it. Instructor Pak's
classes are interesting, and many people
take her classes for a long time. I, too, am
interested in Korean but unfortunately
being an employee of the cultural center
I cannot take these classes. Instead, I at-
tend classes at her house. 

In her classes, her students learn
not only the language but also ways to
understand the cultures of both na-
tions. Efforts are underway in learning
how to forgive our pasts and unite. 

Matsuki Yuriko (student): It was
hard taking classes because I am old. It
also takes about an hour and a half by car

to get here. Yet I want to continue taking
this class as long as I can. 

Students meet at a Korean restau-
rant after each class, and soon become
like one family sharing a meal to-
gether. 

Pak Hyang-ja: I am married to a
Japanese, and I wanted to set a standard
where I could say that I love many people
though this is limited to my students. I
took an interest in each of my students
and got to know them. Although they do
not know the Divine Principle yet, I want
to introduce them to our concept of a
peaceful, happy family. For that purpose, I
also visited many families at their homes.
I share meals with them in that spirit. 

Here, where they communicate
with their hearts rather than through
language, their faces blossomed with
smiles. 

3. Ms. Lee Yoo-seon overcame opposi-
tion and persecution through true love 
In Sapporo, the city of snow, we met
another member with an interesting
story. We interviewed Lee Yoo-seon, a
mother of five children. Her husband
is currently a famous cartoonist in
Japan. He has quite a few die-hard
fans of his comic books, which intro-
duce some aspects of the Principle.
His staff members had been fans of
his comic book and now work with
him in his office. 

Lee Yoo-seon: This is my husband's
office. He is a cartoonist. This is his seat.
He usually spends more time here than
at home. He gets up early in the morning
for work and comes back to have break-
fast. Then he is off to work again and re-
turns around noon for lunch. He then
goes back to work again, returns for din-
ner and then goes out again to work. 

Every day, her husband is working
hard. When we visited his home, he
was out on a business trip to Tokyo
with his two sons. Late that night, at
Lee Yoo-seon's house, we saw a cer-
tificate of appreciation on the wall.
Ms. Lee’s father-in-law had given it to

her. In the beginning, her father-in-
law had a hard time dealing with the
fact that his only son had joined the
Unification Church and taken part in
the blessing with a Korean. However,
after the blessing, Ms. Lee did every-
thing she could to serve her parents-
in-law as if they were True Parents.
Her mother-in-law fell ill suddenly.
Ms. Lee spent many sleepless nights
at the hospital taking care of her.
Through this devotion, her mother-in-
law recovered. 

Mother-in-law: The diagnosis was
lymphoma. The doctor told me I had only
a few months to live. I gave up on every-
thing, but my daughter-in-law and grand-
children took good care of me, and I
miraculously got better. I found out later
that my daughter-in-law was crying every
night while she prayed for me. My hus-
band had bought a particular medicine
that was supposed to be effective against
cancer. We thought that I had gotten bet-
ter because of that. Later I heard about
how my daughter-in-law had prayed so
hard for me.

The pain she endured over being
married into a family in which her fa-
ther-in-law was initially antagonistic
was soon healed through the trust,
appreciation and love she gained
through her devotion. 

Children: When I grow up I want to
live in a three-generation household as
my parents do. I want us to live together
so we can help one another during diffi-
cult times and have a good relationship
with my grandparents.

Although, this family is still work-
ing on completely restoring the
grandparents, each morning and
evening, they all read Cheon Seong
Gyeong together, including the grand-
parents. Ms. Lee overcame opposition
and persecution through true love
and now has won their recognition
and love. The seeds of the blessing
that True Parents planted are now
blossoming and bearing the fruit of
love through such families.
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Mr. Yoo Je-hun was blessed
to a Japanese woman
among the 6,500-couple
blessing group. In May

2014, members of the Nationwide As-
sociation of Korean Residents in Ger-
many reelected Mr. Yoo their
chairman.

Mr. Yoo went through an intense
election campaign when he first ran
for chairman in 2012, travelling
around the country campaigning. The
incumbent chairman, a Christian
church elder, spread propaganda
against his opponent claiming that the
Unification Church was funding Mr.
Yoo's election campaign with the in-
tent of taking over the entire associa-
tion. Out of 220 electoral
representatives, a substantial number
of representatives supported Mr. Yoo.
However, around fifty of his support-
ers were unable to take part in the
vote. Despite these odds, Mr. Yoo
gained 104 votes out of 158 valid
votes and bested the incumbent chair-
man, who got 54 votes. 

Visit to Cheon Jeong Gung Museum
For Mr. Yoo, running for office for this
association was putting True Parents'
honor on the line. He recounts that his
election was a struggle between good

and evil, where he was able to obtain
victory by visiting all thirty-eight local
associations and win the hearts of
their members through his sincerity.
He ran for this prestigious position
because he dreams of having all the
Korean residents in Germany, who
contributed to the modernization of
Korea, welcome True Mother were
she to come to Germany.

On March 28, 2014, Korean Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye was in Frankfurt
as part of an official visit to Germany.
At a meeting for Korean residents, Mr.
Yoo gave the welcoming address on
behalf of all Korean residents in Ger-
many. His address reflected the
wishes of Koreans dispatched to Ger-
many in the 1960s and 1970s that the
Korean government enacts reasonable
policies to ease their happy return to
Korea, bringing closure to the histori-
cal dispatch of Koreans to Germany.
In October of the same year, he had
the opportunity to meet President
Park again, during the annual meet-
ing in Seoul of Korean community
representatives from all nations.
There, President Park conveyed her
appreciation to the Koreans in Ger-
many and requested their support in
bringing about the reunification of
Korea. 

On October 9, after this annual
meeting, twenty-one executives from
the association including Mr. Yoo vis-
ited Cheon Jeong Gung Museum,
which True Mother kindly approved.
Mr. Yoo arranged with staff members
at the Cheongpyeong Heaven and
Earth Training Center and of Cheon
Jeong Gung Museum so that the dele-
gation could visit the museum on
their way to Namiseom Island, where
the delegates would hold a two-day
seminar. The delegation to Cheon
Jeong Gung Museum included lead-
ers of the local associations of Korean
residents throughout Germany. Some
were devout Christians. Despite their
background, when Mr. Yoo told them
about this visit to a Unification
Church holy ground, they voluntarily
agreed to go. That everyone in the en-
tire delegation (excluding one person
who had a previously arranged per-
sonal appointment) gladly took part
in this visit is meaningful.

After arriving in the Cheong-
pyeong area, the delegates were
briefed for an hour on the back-
ground of the Cheongpyeong holy
ground. They watched a video of True
Parents' activities before heading to-
ward the Cheon Jeong Gung Mu-
seum. Arriving at Cheon Jeong Gung,
the delegates were deeply impressed
with the beautiful view, including
Cheongpyeong Lake, that the mu-
seum commanded from atop the hill.
A museum official explained the
providential significance of Cheon
Jeong Gung. The delegates were then
ushered into the museum, where staff
members explained each item on dis-
play, all of which were articles True
Father had used in his lifetime. The
visitors were able to get a better un-
derstanding of True Father. Mr. Yoo
notes that after they returned to Ger-
many, the participants would thank
him whenever he met them and com-
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Yoo Je-hun (fourth from the left) soon after he won the election as head of the association

A Unificationist Elected Head 
of a National Association of Korean 

Residents in Germany



ment on how impressed they were by
the Cheon Jeong Gung Museum. Dur-
ing their visit, Mother had made spe-
cial arrangements for them by
providing a bus during their tour and
giving gifts of ginseng and the mu-
seum's official teacup souvenir. 

The association’s main activities 
As a student in Germany, Mr. Yoo first
gained prominence in the Korean
community through his efforts to nor-
malize the local associations of Ko-
rean residents in Frankfurt, the
activities of which German courts had
suspended for seven years because of
legal complications. After being
elected the chairman of the associa-
tion in Frankfurt, he reconciled the
parties embroiled in the disputes and
brought them into the association. His
exemplary services during his time as
chairman of this local association, cul-
minated in his obtaining the enthusi-
astic support of the Korean Embassy
and Korean Cultural Center in Berlin
for the Little Angeles performance in
that city. The Korean ambassador to
Germany came to the VIP room to
watch the performance and greeted
True Parents. Thirty-six years after
first coming to Germany as a student,
in 2012, Mr. Yoo was elected chairman
of the Nationwide Association of Ko-
rean Residents in Germany. Currently,
he is serving his second-term. This
year, he will oversee a number of im-
portant events, including celebration
of the seventieth anniversary of
Korea's independence, sports compe-
titions for all Korean residents in Ger-
many, cultural events that evening,
commemorative events for the March
1 Independence Movement and an
annual Korean speech contest, which
his association will host for the seven-
teenth year. 

During Mr. Yoo’s tenure
On March 1, 2013, the Sam-il Cultural
Foundation presented the association

with its 3.1 Cultural Award for organ-
izing (annually for more than a
decade) events commemorating the
March 1, 1919 Korean independence
uprising and a Korean speech contest
for the purpose of upholding and car-
rying on the spirit of the 3.1 Inde-
pendence Movement. 

Mr. Yoo carried out events after his
election as the nationwide leader that
he had planned while leading the
local association in Frankfurt. These
events took place in Frankfurt. Once
Koreans in other countries heard
about them, these events won the ad-
miration of many Korean associations
around the globe. The association or-
ganized events to commemorate the
130th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic ties between
South Korea and Germany and it held
a Korean Cultural Festival to com-
memorate the fiftieth anniversary of
the first Korean laborers dispatched to
Germany. 

The intent of these events was to
arouse hope for the reunification of
Korea. The cultural festival lasted four
days (June 5–8, 2013) at the Rossmarkt
Plaza in Frankfurt. The highlight of
the opening ceremony for this cultural
festival was a colossal bibimbab (bowl
of rice mixed with meat and vegeta-
bles) enough to feed 2,013 people.
Eminent societal figures at the open-
ing ceremony rolled up their sleeves
to mix the huge bowl of bibimbab, the
ingredients for which the cooks had
laid out in the shape of the Korean
Peninsula. A large sign written in cal-
ligraphy expressing the wish for a re-
unified South Korea was placed at the
center of the plaza and a choir com-
prised of Korean residents in Ger-
many performed. Other events they
held concurrent with this festival in-
cluded the third World Korean Wrest-
ing Tournament and co-hosted by the
World Korean Wresting Association.
These events made a lasting impres-
sion on the hearts of the German peo-

ple. Having attracted tens of thou-
sands of spectators, the festival was a
success.

Sharing Happiness and Rice: Most
of the laborers that South Korea had
initially dispatched to Germany are
now in their seventies and eighties.
Due to the near-absence of policies for
these aged Koreans, most of them had
been living in difficult circumstances.
Since last year, Mr. Yoo initiated a
project of sharing rice with these eld-
erly Koreans under the slogan Rice is
Love. By the end of last year, associa-
tion members had delivered ten kilo-
grams each of rice and kimchi to more
than three hundred elderly Koreans.

Publication of the Quarterly Maga-
zine for Korean Residents: The associ-
ation prints and distributes 3,500
copies of a sixty-four-page magazine,
which reports news of local Korean
associations throughout Germany
and serves as a conduit for building
solidarity among the Korean commu-
nity. Promoting the association to im-
portant organizations in South Korea
is another important function it ful-
fills. 

Plans for a publication on the 130-
year history of diplomatic ties be-
tween South Korea and Germany:
This year marks the 132nd year since
South Korea established diplomatic
ties with Germany. Over those many
years, some bumpy, South Korea and
Germany have maintained interna-
tional exchanges. Germany, which
had been divided into East Germany
and West Germany, loaned money to
Korea, which helped Korea’s eco-
nomic development. The sweat shed
by Korean laborers dispatched to Ger-
many also served an important role in
bringing the two countries together.
At the center of all this was the Na-
tionwide Association of Korean Resi-
dents in Germany. The Association is
currently planning to produce a pub-
lication covering the 130 years of
diplomatic relations between South
Korean and Germany in order to
highlight the turbulent histories of the
two nations, both of which saw war
and division. The publication will also
cover the reunification that Germany
achieved and that South Korea still
seeks.

The Nationwide Association of Korean Resi-
dents in Germany contributed this article.
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Iam rather a shy person; when I
speak in public, I have to push my-
self. After I began my mission as
president of the Women’s Federa-

tion for World Peace in Italy, appear-
ing as a public speaker was always an
internal battle. Yet because I feel there
is so much I can say to help and in-
spire other people from what I have
learned in my life of faith following
True Parents, I always found the
courage and a deep motivation. I real-
ize that good people can feel some-
thing beyond the simple words I say;
they feel the sincere heart behind
them, because I feel inspiration from
God when I am speaking. Of course,
it is not always easy to insert God's
message into some of the topics on
which I am asked to speak. I had been
used to giving the Sunday sermon as
pastor of the Rome church; now I had
to learn new ways to approach and
express God's heart for humankind.

Other WFWP sisters and I set a
goal to find Abel-type women work-
ing for peace in our society, women
who appeal to the noblest feminine
feelings to heal humanity’s wounds.
We sought to work with these women
through the Global Peace Network, to
guide them to know True Parents. By
organizing meetings focused on “A
Woman’s Dignity,” “The Role of a
Mother,” “The Marital Relationship,”
and “Women and Human Rights,” I
could discover and get to know many
women that deeply treasure these
themes and are actively working in
ways related to them, each in their
own field—political, religious or eth-
nical. 

We do not have an office in Rome,
just our headquarters in Colle Mattia,
a town outside the city in the beauti-
ful countryside. As it is difficult to in-
vite new people to come there from
Rome, I started to look for other ways
to meet people. I began to attend con-
ferences about peace that featured in-
terreligious dialogue or dealt with

issues related to women. I took ad-
vantage of these opportunities to in-
troduce myself to the people sitting
next to me and to befriend them, until
I could contact the speakers them-
selves. 

Before very long, Lux Terrae (Light
of the Earth) an association advocat-
ing holism, invited me to speak at
four different events. These were day-
long conference at which each
speaker had twenty to thirty minutes.
At one of them, in a prestigious audi-
torium in Rome, I introduced the
Global Women’s Peace Network proj-
ect. I also spoke about our True Fa-
ther’s life and his vision for world
peace and introduced his autobiogra-
phy, copies of which I made available
at the back of the room. This was to
members of the public that the sup-
porting organization had invited. I
was challenging myself and overcom-
ing my fear. 

Furthermore, the local municipal li-
brary gave us permission to use their
auditorium for our WFWP confer-
ences, free of charge, on the under-
standing that we would present topics
that were also of interest to them. We
held meetings with such titles as
“Japanese Writing and Differences be-
tween East and West,” “Anorexia and
other Eating Disorders,” and “Beauty

as an Obsession,” and “Hemispheres
of the Brain and a Couple’s Relation-
ship.” To these three conferences, we
also invited expert speakers in the rel-
ative fields. The library had invited
many of the people that came to lis-
ten. I studied the topics and intro-
duced counterproposals inspired by
the Divine Principle. I spoke about the
causes of young people’s deviant be-
havior, the lack of ideals in life, inter-
active relationships in the family, the
four realms of heart, and the dynam-
ics in a couple’s relationship. I drew
also upon True Mother’s teachings
about our roles as sisters, wives and
mothers. 

On one of these occasions, the pres-
ident of the Nigerian community as-
sociation in Rome, who was present,
asked me to come to speak to Niger-
ian families. A deep friendship began
to develop between us, and she in-
vited me to speak at various events
sponsored by members of the Niger-
ian community. She always intro-
duced me with great respect and
admiration for Rev. Moon’s move-
ment. Later she attended a one-day
Divine Principle workshop.

The first occasion was the launch-
ing a mini-basketball team for the
children of the Nigerian community.
Religious leaders in the Catholic

26 TRUE PEACE

Move toward the Mainstream
By Elisabetta Nistri

REGIONAL NEWS  | EUROPE

WFWP joins forces with the Nigerian community to demand the return of girls kidnapped last year. 



Church, in Islam and in other local
groups attended. For the children it
was a blessing. The purpose was to
get the children involved in sports
and thus get them off the street, and
to teach them to understand the value
of respecting rules. For the second,
we, members of the Nigerian commu-
nity and the Municipality of Rome or-

ganized a march to protest the
kidnapping by Boko Haram of 276
girls from a government secondary
school in April 2014. We marched
through the streets of the capital city
under the slogan “Bring Back Our
Girls!” Finally, Nigerian families in-
vited me to speak about the husband–
wife relationship and the four realms
of heart in their community’s Catholic
Church. (I had to improvise to give
the talk in English!) 

I also came to know the woman re-
sponsible for the Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church’s Department of Religious
Freedom. She participated as a
speaker in one of our conferences and
afterward invited me to talk at one of
their meetings. I spoke about a
woman’s role as a peacemaker and
the importance of protecting and de-
fending women’s rights so that
women can be free to contribute, with
men, to the realization of a peaceful
culture. Later she attended World
Summit 2014, in Korea in August. She
expressed great interest and appar-
ently experienced enjoyment. Since
her return from Korea, our friendship
has grown deeper. She greatly re-
spects WFWP’s and UPF’s work to
promote interreligious dialogue and
defend women’s dignity. She read
True Father’s autobiography. 

Over the past two years, we have
held two conferences at the offices of
the European Parliament in Rome,
which let us use their hall without
paying. For these events, I had to pre-
pare myself to speak about “Women’s
response to the economic crisis” and
“Women and human rights: equality
is progress, prosperity and wellbeing

for everyone.” I invited knowledge-
able speakers to present their analyses
and ideas, and I completed the expo-
sition by giving a Unificationist’s view
from the perspective of what women
could contribute. At the end, I intro-
duced Father’s proposal for the cre-
ation of a United Nations
interreligious council and the Global
Women’s Peace Network.

During a conference held at the of-
fices of the European Parliament in
Rome, the president of the Ukrainian
community there met our Women’s
Federation. She later participated with
great interest in international and Eu-
ropean WFWP conferences and was
very impressed by the spirit of coop-
eration among the participants from
so many different nations. After listen-
ing to Dr. Moon Lan-young’s testi-
mony, she told me, “I think you are
very lucky to have known Rev. Moon
personally, now that he is not with us
any longer.” 

From that time, a close cooperation
began to develop between WFWP
and the Ukrainian community. I par-
ticipated in different meetings within
the Ukrainian community, such as the
end-of-the year celebration of the
Ukrainian school in Rome. I always
tried to convey a message of peace, of
respect for diversity and of the unique

value of each person as a child of
God, which is WFWP’s core message.
In March 2014, at a second conference
at the European Parliament, on the
subject “Women and Human Rights:
Equality is Progress, Prosperity and
Well-being for Everyone,” I invited
the president of the Ukrainian com-
munity to talk. She has since spoken
at a number of WFWP events. A re-
cent one, on December 12 last year,
was a joint UPF–WFWP conference
on “The Right of People to Live in
Peace,” at which she spoke about the
situation of her own people as an ex-
ample of self-determination and fight-
ing for freedom. We held the
conference at the Pontifical University
of St. Thomas Aquinas, a historic
Catholic University in Rome, where
the late Pope John Paul II (1920–2005)
studied. The university hosted the
event free of charge and even publi-
cized it on the university Facebook
page. The dean of the university ad-
dressed the conference himself. Im-
mediately afterward, he had to leave
for the Vatican to meet with Pope
Francesco. We asked him to send our
love and greetings to the Pope. This
event permitted very meaningful co-
operation with an important Catholic
institution.

Through these various means, I
have come to know many organiza-
tions and individuals. I recorded the
names of some four hundred contacts,
whom I provide updates on major
WFWP events. 

To conclude, I can say that until a
few years ago, achieving such results
appeared to be a dream. I feel we are
starting to climb up the rungs of a
ladder that allows us to be recog-
nized by society, institutions and the
religious world, so that our True Par-
ents can be duly acknowledged for
the ideology of peace that Unifica-
tion Thought presents, and for their
great work. I realize that it does not
matter if one does not have a univer-
sity degree. Speak from the heart
and with wisdom, and Abel-type
people will realize the value of what
you are offering. They feel we are
different, that they can trust us and
work with us. They can sense that
we do not have any ulterior motive,
but that we are looking for peace
and for solutions to the problems
facing humankind.
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In late September 2014, Rhoo Khil-
jae, head of the Korean govern-
ment’s Ministry of Unification,
which the government created

seven years after the Korean War,
said, “Next year will mark the seven-
tieth anniversary of the nation's liber-
ation and division. In only one more
generation, Korea will have been di-
vided for a hundred years.” Naturally,
the longer a nation remains divided
the more difficult it is to piece to-
gether. In order to gain insight into the
practical aspects of national reunifica-
tion, let us look at another pair of na-
tions whose circumstances loosely
parallel those of the two Koreas. By
learning a few details about what
achieving this deeply cherished goal
of our True Parents entails, we may
find that members globally can invest
more power and determination into
praying for successful unification, the
work of which will likely be mainly in
Korean hands. Additionally, when
looking at nations that have sought to
reestablish or to forge a national iden-
tity, we can foresee what lies ahead as
we engage in the process of establish-
ing Cheon Il Guk globally.  

Moldova and Romania 
The names Moldova and Romania
disguise the fact that these are more
than simply neighboring countries.
Yet, calling them a “divided nation” is
not satisfactorily accurate. One Ro-
manian described the situation of her
country’s history in this way: “Roma-
nia is a unitary country. However, for
over a thousand years, its three con-
stituent regions (Transylvania,
Walachia and Moldova) have been
separated, with people living under

the domination of very different cul-
tures within the Austro-Hungarian,
Ottoman or Russian Empires.” 

In fact, some members of the native
populations do speak of Romania and
Moldova in a way that echoes word-
ing used by many Koreans. “Our cul-
ture is the same,” said Mr. Vlad
Postolache, a Moldovan music
teacher. “I don't know why anybody
would be opposed to unification.” Al-
luding to the fact that Romania has
joined the European Union, while
Moldova has yet to do so, he added,
“Romania’s roads are not great but
they are under Europe's care, and
they know which path to take. They
already have a direction. The fastest
way to our becoming part of the Euro-
pean Community is unification with
our motherland, Romania.” 

Granted, modern Moldova has an
ethnically diverse population and not
even all those of Romanian ethnicity
share Mr. Postolache’s views.  Never-
theless, what might cause any
Moldovan to refer to Romania as “our
motherland”? At times in history, they
were one nation. 

Moldova’s early history
Modern Romania and Moldova
shared the same homeland beginning
at least in the days that they were part
of the Dacian Kingdom, which began
nearly a century before the birth of
Christ (circa 100 bc–ad 106). Roman
Emperor Trajan (who ruled ad 98–117)
initiated two wars against the power-
ful Dacian Kingdom, ultimately pre-
vailed and annexed it to the Roman
Empire. Thereafter, the people of
Dacia adopted Latin, the language of
their conqueror. The Romans aban-

doned Dacia in 271. The Daco-Roman
people became Christian in the fourth
century.

In the first half of the 1500s, what is
modern-day Moldova became part of
the Ottoman Empire. Not all of the
Ottoman’s vast empire was gained by
armed conflict. Often, they gained ter-
ritory by marrying into local monar-
chic families. At other times, they
were invited to rule an area. Accord-
ing to history professor Mary
Neuburger, “People essentially de-
cided to work for the Ottoman rulers
in exchange for security, for weapons,
for supplies. They became part of the
Ottoman militias and they did bring
stability to the region.” This arrange-
ment is known as suzerainty. Some-
times, instead of working directly for
the suzerain, the protected state might
give the suzerain a portion of its
crops, precious metals or valuables.
The Ottoman Empire would take care
all “international affairs,” and provide
protection, while the local rulers
would maintain control of their do-
mestic affairs, including religious
ones. Korea had the same relationship
under China for centuries before
about 1900. 

Evocative cultural icons
Someone designated a national poet
tends to express the most cherished
values of a nation in verse form.
About Mihai Eminescu (1850–1889),
one can read, “Eminescu listened to
the stories of the ‘common people’
which he encountered at every step of
his way. He memorized them with his
mind and soul and later, they had a
lasting impact on his poetry…. Most
of his work brings up the ideas of he-
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roes, freedom, equity and national
spirit.” That both Romania and
Moldova have honored the same per-
son as their national poet says much
about these nations having an over-
lapping identity. By way of contrast, is
it likely that France and the United
Kingdom or even Canada and the
United States could name the same
figure as a poet laureate for their na-
tions? 

In The Moldovans: Romania, Russia,
and the Politics of Culture, the author
Charles King described another
shared hero and objects that evoke pa-
triotism or sentimentality for citizens
of both countries:   

In the early 1300s, Dragoş, a Ro-
manian prince (voievod) from west
of the Carpathian Mountains, set
out across the wooded slopes on a
hunt. At one point in the journey,
having ventured far to the east, the
party came upon a wild European
bison, an aurochs, in a mountain
stream. Dragoş unleashed his
hounds on the unfortunate crea-
ture, and in the ensuing melee his
favorite dog, Molda, was gored by
the ox and drowned. Distraught at
the loss, Dragoş decided to name
the stream in honor of the hound,
take the aurochs’s head as his per-
sonal crest, and build a principality
in the newly christened Moldovan
land. The aurochs-head emblem
can be seen today on the [national]
seals of both Romania and the Re-
public of Moldova.

Same history, separate present 
Like Romanians and Moldovans, Ko-
reans on either side of the border re-

vere some of the same historical fig-
ures—Admiral Yi Sun-shin (1545–
1598), for example. Yi is the only
historical figure that South Koreans
call a saint-hero. He successfully
fended off an invasion by Japan in
1592 and gave his life in thwarting an-
other invasion by Japan that began in
1597. In Seoul’s Gwanghwamun
Square is a statue of Admiral Yi, on a
large concrete base, that reaches as
high as a five-story building. Near the
bottom of the base, is a miniature
“turtle ship,” which is an early form
of ironclad vessel that the admiral
made famous. Koreans universally
take great pride in the ingenious de-
sign of this vessel. 

North Koreans, too, highly esteem
Admiral Yi. Soon after the Korean
War, North Korea gave a medal bear-
ing Admiral Yi’s name to its most sen-
ior naval officers for rendering
distinguished service. Today, they
award lower ranking naval personnel
with the Order of Yi Sun-shin. Like
their southern brethren, North Kore-
ans have floating versions of turtle
ships to help instill patriotism in
schoolchildren. 

Great power politics  
In John Mearsheimer’s book, The
Tragedy of Great Power Politics, he de-
scribed “great powers” as nations that
“shape the international system” and
that “seek to maximize their share of
world power.” Unquestionably, life
can be harsh, and people in many na-
tions have suddenly found them-
selves in insufferable
circumstances—families and lives de-
stroyed, crushed by events initiated
by distant actors seeking “to maxi-

mize their share of world power.”
Both the Koreas and Moldova and
Romania experienced this. 

Great powers versus Korea
The Koreas divided some years before
the Korean War. As William R. Keylor,
explains in The Twentieth-Century
World and Beyond, “In August 1948,
after free elections conducted under
the supervision of the United Nations,
the Republic of Korea was formed in
the south…. The following Septem-
ber, a People’s Democratic Republic of
Korea was established in the northern
city of Pyongyang under the leader-
ship of the revolutionary Communist
militant Kim Il Sung.” 

The Soviet army had occupied
northern Korea and the US army had
occupied southern Korea to facilitate
the repatriation of Japanese soldiers
and civilians and the return of Korean
people from Japan and elsewhere. Yet,
these armies were gone before June
25, 1950, when the war began. As
Keylor put it, “Whereas the mutual
disengagement of Soviet and Ameri-
can military power from divided Ger-
many proved an impossible goal, the
two superpowers had little difficulty
in withdrawing from divided Korea,
the Russians by December 1948 and
the Americans by June 1949.” Thus,
when the war began a year later, ini-
tially, it was an inter-Korean affair. 

Great powers versus Moldova 
Since the time of Tsar Pyotr I (Peter
the Great, 1672–1725) Russian rulers
sought access to the Black Sea because
they coveted the security that having
a port that did not freeze in winter
would give them. Three hundred
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years earlier the Ottoman Empire had
arisen out of modern-day Turkey. By
the time Tsar Pyotr was born, it
sprawled across three continents. The
territory of modern day Moldova
stood in a pathway to the Black Sea
and thus was a battleground at times
in some of the eleven wars between
the Ottoman Empire, which Moldova
was then a part of, and the Russian
Empire. The 1812 Treaty of Bucharest
resulted in the Russian Empire gain-
ing the part of Romania that is mod-
ern-day Moldova. 

Being far from Moscow, when Rus-
sia was still under the Tsar, Vladimir
Lenin had his underground Bolshevik
newspaper printed in Moldova. 

As World War I began, Russia was
a combatant, under the Tsar. In the
midst of the war, however, the Ger-
man government transported Lenin
by train to Petrograd, where he ar-
rived in April 1917. He then began to
foment the revolution that broke out
that October. Once the Communists
gained control, they pulled Russia out
of World War I. 

With the change of power in Rus-
sia, Moldovan politicians created a
National Council and initially de-
clared the Democratic Moldovan Re-
public. At first, they voted to remain
tied to Russia in a federation, but they
quickly reversed directions and de-
clared complete independence in Feb-
ruary 1918. Two months later, the
Moldovan people voted to reunite
with Romania. 

Language and unity
Influential philosopher Johann Got-
tfried Herder (1744–1803) saw a direct
link between nation building and lan-
guage. He asked, “Has a nation any-
thing more precious than the
language of its fathers?” 

The Soviets retaliated against
Moldova for leaving their union by
creating what was to become the Mol-
davian Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic (MASSR) on the east bank of
the Nistri River. It included territory
that is today part of Ukraine and all of
what is today an (unrecognized)
rogue, breakaway territory of
Moldova. 

The Soviets seemingly created the
MASSR with the sole purpose of driv-
ing a wedge between Romanians and
Moldovans. Most significantly, they

created the fiction that the Romanian
and Moldovan languages were differ-
ent. As Charles King explained, “A
new people and language suddenly
seemed to spring onto the world
stage. In the small MASSR, estab-
lished on the western border of Soviet
Ukraine in 1924, Moldovan histories,
textbooks, grammars, newspapers,
and other publications were hailed by
the Soviet authorities as the first fruits
of a Moldovan nation in the mak-
ing…. Soviet propagandists began to
agitate for the unification of all
Moldovans, who lived mainly in por-
tions of Ukraine and the Romanian
province of Bessarabia, into a single
Soviet Moldovan state.” 

Regarding the Korean language,
North Korean defectors learn the term
“Chosun Dynasty” in South Korea.
This is one difference in their lan-
guages. North Koreans call them-
selves Choson-jeok, or the Chosun
People. “Chosun” is never associated
with what North Koreans call only
“the Feudal Era.” In line with North
Korea’s ideology, King Sejong, the
most famous figure of the Chosun
Dynasty, is vilified in North Korea,
not revered, as he is in South Korea. 

North Koreans, too, set out to re-
make the Korean language. In 1966,
they declared that their national lan-
guage is Muhhwa-eo (cultured lan-
guage). Two policies effect what
became part of Muhhwa-eo. They re-
placed Korean words that had foreign
origins; that is, those based on Chi-
nese characters, which had long been
standard words in Korean, and loan
words, which had entered Korean
from other languages. The second

policy was a preference for the lan-
guage of the “working class.” This
meant that the government made
slang used by poor people into official
terms and they banned formerly
proper terms. It is as if in the United
Kingdom, the slang word “brolly”
were the only acceptable word, and
“umbrella” could not be used.

A tiny sampling of words that have
changed completely in North Korea
includes: vegetables, girl, lettuce,
much, very, proud, displease, wilt,
Korean clothing, toothpaste, ability,
ice cream, knock, irony.

Another change, which the author
of a book on the North Korean lan-
guage explained to Voice of America,
was that some terms like “seon mul,”a
common term in South Korea that
means “gift” can only be used by one
person in North Korea, the top leader,
Kim Jong-un. 

Mr. Han Yong-un, the director of a
South Korean government-funded
project to create a Korean People’s
Comprehensive Dictionary (for Ko-
rean from both sides of the border)
told the UK’s Guardian newspaper in
November that in everyday speech
one-third of the language is different,
and in specialized fields, that portion
rises. Defectors testify to being
stunned and depressed that after risk-
ing their lives to rejoin their “kinfolk”
in South Korea, they cannot under-
stand what people say. The South Ko-
rean government holds classes to
teach them Korean. 

The second separation 
After the Bolshevik Revolution,
Moldovans and Romanians lived
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again as one. However, at the begin-
ning of World War II, Russia and Ger-
many had signed a non-aggression
agreement, the Ribbentrop-Molotov
Pact, which included a secret protocol
on how they would divide parts of
Europe. Article III of the protocol
specifically stated that the “the Soviet
side” wanted Moldova. Thus, near
the end of the war, the Soviet Union
retook Moldova. About this, a
Moldovan journalist, Oleg Brega,
said, “We are the orphans of Europe.
We are a bastard state created in one
night by two tyrants, Hitler and
Stalin, who cut Europe in two.” On its
own, Romania became a socialist state
that suffered its own form of commu-
nist travails.

With the fall of the Soviet Union,
the Republic of Moldova declared it-
self “a sovereign, independent and
democratic state, free to decide its
present and future, without any exter-
nal interference, keeping with the
ideals and aspirations of the people
within its historical and ethnic area of
its national making” on August 27,
1991.  

For the purpose of this article, a
matter or importance is that in the
years since 1991, Moldovans have
chosen not to rejoin Romania. Al-
though Romania is among the poorer
countries in the EU, the average in-
come there is noticeably higher than
in Moldova. Moldova faces many se-
rious problems, such as many grand-
parents raising children because both
parents have spent years working
abroad, and that their main market,
Russia, has found ways to keep out
their products.  

Toward Korean reunification
What can we learn from Moldova–
Romania about Korean reunification?
First, that the process will be difficult
and will not occur automatically is
clear. For decades, pundits have pre-
dicted the imminent collapse of the
North Korean regime. Our movement
is among those groups that want to
help North Korea improve its econ-
omy so that the North Koreans will
not feel belittled by the success of
South Koreans and so that the
economies can more easily unite. The
South Korean government has been
working hard for many decades effect
reunification, but it has yet to occur.
(To learn more about the process,
please visit
http://eng.unikorea.go.kr) 

One point that inspires hope is that
despite its history, Moldova’s heart re-
mains intact. As former church na-
tional leader, Mr. Mihai Calestru,
wrote, “Despite secular and western
liberal ‘values,’ Moldova is still very
religious and family values-oriented
society. Divine Principle is attractive
to all ages because of its emphasis on
the family role in educating healthy
children, a prosperous community,
peaceful nations and world.
Moldovan people, despite being for
many hundreds of years under for-
eign occupation, did not lose their
deeply rooted culture of peace, a wel-
coming heart and hospitality for all
neighbors and guests.”

Readers may be curious about our
movement in Moldova. Mr. Calestru,
when asked what challenges the
movement in Moldova currently
faces, gave the following response: 

On the church side, during over
twenty years of activities, major
challenges and concerns were de-
veloping a continuous education
system for core members and a
church leadership pipeline. With-
out a solid foundation of dedicated
church members and leaders, the
influence of other initiatives is not
sustainable. 
As a relatively young movement,
our growth slowed when members
made the transition from single life
to family life, with its complications.
People going abroad because of fi-
nancial needs marked our church
community as it did the nation. 
This has begun to improve with the
recent arrival of missionaries from
Korea, Japan and Ukraine that
moved to Moldova to invest them-
selves fully into church develop-
ment and national restoration, after
our country became one of the
strategic nations under the Vision
2020 plan. 
Looking for solutions to the exist-
ing social and economic problems
of the Republic of Moldova, we re-
alize again the value of True Par-
ents’ teachings and life examples of
living for the sake of others. 
Currently in our internal politics
and external relations, Moldova is
in crisis. Regional conflicts and
pressure or influence from neigh-
boring countries (the Russian Fed-
eration and European Union) show
the vulnerability of the nation with-
out a clear national idea that can
mobilize and unite our citizens de-
spite ethnicity, faith or race. 
This search for national identity
and a national idea can start from
people of faith and religious
groups that look from a spiritual
perspective. For the Unification
Church, this is also an opportunity.
Our True Parents’ peacemaking
legacy could serve as a source of in-
spiration. Our responsibility and
duty is to reveal this treasure to the
most talented, creative youth and
unite them in the restoration of our
nation and inspire them to devote
themselves for the sake of restoring
other nations and the world.”

Mr. Calestru and others in Moldova con-
tributed to the preparation of this article. 
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In the past two years, Lebanon has
experienced a great influx of
refugee families from Syria. Ac-
cording to the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the estimated number of
refugees in Lebanon at the beginning
of this year is 1.2 million. (Lebanon’s
population is 6 million.) The UN, as
well as many other organiza-
tions, such as Caritas, is
trying its best to help
those families, who are
entirely dependent on
help for shelter, food
and clothing.

In light of the
refugees’ severe situa-
tion and their great
need, in early June 2014,
UPF Lebanon with the
support of our ambassadors
for peace initiated a special aid pro-
gram in a refugee camp approxi-
mately forty minutes outside Beirut.
We are supporting fifty-three families,
who live in humble tents.

Thanks to great support from our

sponsors, UPF International and IRFF
Germany, we were able to give donate
money, at first, to a certain number of
families. In December, we donated an
equal amount to almost all the fami-
lies in the camp. The same month, in
cooperation with the Lebanese Ameri-
can University, which is among the
top universities in Lebanon, we were

able to distribute thirty-three
boxes filled with food,

clothing and many toys.
This was part of the
university students’
special Christmas

charity activity. Thanks to the great
cooperation of the camp manager and
his wife, the distribution of goods
went well.

The refugee families in the camp
come from different parts of Syria. In
the face of grave danger, they had no
choice but to leave their homes, if they
still had homes to leave. Some of them
had lost close family members or
other loved ones, not to mention hav-
ing lost—in seconds—houses or shops
they had cared for over many years.
We visit the camp on a regular basis,
with ambassadors of peace, young
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volunteers, and our national leader
Mr. Park Jong-in and his wife Yola.
Usually we bring milk or some food
or diapers for the babies. We register
the families one by one. According to
UNHCR, registration is more than a
head count. Knowing the number of
people helps determine the amount of
assistance needed and a record of the
refugees’ status helps protect them
from being forced to return to their
country and from arbitrary arrest.
While registering people we listened
to their heart-wrenching stories. 

Among them are several people
with serious injuries from the war, in-
cluding from chemical weapons at-
tacks. After learning about the great
medical need, UPF Lebanon was able
to recruit a medical team, which goes
to the camp to offer free consulta-
tions, diagnosis and to prescribe
medicine. They also prepare medical
reports for those needing treatment
in a hospital. We were able to estab-

lish a cooperative relationship with a
government hospital in a city near
the camp. This means that the
refugees, visiting the hospital under
the auspices of UPF, receive special
discounts, from 30–50 percent or
even more. Additionally, certain
medication is free of charge.

Most of the tents have no electric-
ity; hence, they are mostly in darkness
from about five o’clock in the after-
noon, as it is wintertime. During the
winter in Lebanon, snow falls in the
mountainous area; however this year,
temperatures below 0°C and stormy
weather—heavy rain and even snow-
fall—hit other areas in Lebanon, in-
cluding the camp. The cold weather
worsens an already tough situation
for the families, especially for those
with small children. Four refugees
died from the cold. 

We have been trying to collect
money to provide all tents with elec-
tricity via generators. According to the

camp manager around USD3,000 is
needed We could raise a certain
amount thanks to contributions from
our members in various countries. So
far, we have about half of the amount
needed. Inshallah [God willing], we
will soon be able to collect the fund-
ing needed for the electricity as well
as some for sealing the rooftops of the
tents to keep the rain out.

Mr. and Mrs. Park feel compassion
toward the refugees. Mr. Park men-
tioned that seeing the misery in the
camp reminded him of the harsh cir-
cumstances Korea faced during the
Korean War. Further, he is concerned
about the future for the many children
there, as they cannot attend school. 

Actually, the list of the refugee’s
needs is endless. We try to address
them gradually. Based on our experi-
ence so far, the volunteers agree that
with cooperation and mutual effort
we can help these families more effec-
tively. Our sincere hope is that all the
refugees will be able to return to their
homes in the near future. In the mean-
time, we shall continue to do our best
to help them in the difficult circum-
stances they face. 

Our special thanks go to UPF Inter-
national and IRFF Germany, and to all
those who have contributed to this ef-
fort. All hamdulillah (All praise and
thanks be to God).  If you have ques-
tions or wish to offer your support,
please contact Hermine at
lebanon@upf.org.
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In agreement with the founding
principles of the Sunhak Peace
Prize, created to honor True Par-
ents' peace ideal, the government

of Timor-Leste made a donation on
January 12 to the Sunhak Peace Prize
Committee in the amount of approxi-
mately USD100,000. 

Thus, Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao,
prime minister of Timor-Leste, ful-
filled a promise he had made during
the launching ceremony of the Sunhak
Peace Prize. At the launching, he wel-
comed the prize with the words, “In
essence, the message that this Sunhak
Peace Prize should carry is this: By liv-
ing unselfish and altruistic lives, we
can build families and communities of
peace. By transcending religion, race,
nationality and culture, we can build
nations and a world of peace. With
this message, the Sunhak Peace Prize
will serve as a beacon of hope, guiding
us all toward a culture of peace.”

Members of Timor-Leste’s govern-
ment held a cabinet meeting last De-
cember 19, at which they approved
unanimously the resolution to donate
to the Sunhak Peace Prize. This reso-
lution bill, approved by the Council of
Ministers, states, “Timor-Leste greets
the initiative for the establishment of
the Sunhak Peace Prize, whose princi-
ples include a vision beyond the is-
sues of religion, race, nationality and
culture, and promotes the construc-
tion of peace communities and na-
tions, so well-defended and promoted
by Timor-Leste.”

Timor-Leste, a small island nation
with a population of 1.18 million, is
located east of Indonesia. The nation
gained its independence only recently
after twenty-five years of suffering
under Indonesian colonial rule and
internal struggles. In that citizens of
Timor Leste have been yearning for
peace and independence, the nation’s
history is similar to Korea's modern
history. Its per capita GDP is $3,664

(by 2014 standards). 
The chairman of the Sunhak Peace

Prize, Dr. Hong Il-shik, said, “Timor-
Leste stands out as an exemplary na-
tion that was able to maintain the...
pureness of its soul, even through the
long pain of colonization, and to over-
come wounds of a painful history
peacefully, as ‘the first nation to gain
its independence in the twenty-first
century.’ The fact that the Timor-Leste
government would show empathy for
the Sunhak Peace Prize, which strives
for transnational world peace, in itself
was a great event for peace that
should be conveyed throughout the
world.” He continued, “In the future,
the Sunhak Peace Prize will strive to
gain the empathy of and appeal to not
only Timor-Leste but the entire world
and to work for the implementation of
peace for future generations.” 

The sixty-nine-year-old Xanana
Gusmao, who led his government to
approve the donation, is a key figure
in his nation's independence. His con-
tinuous call for unification and peace
for Timor-Leste led the international
community to recognize him as the
actual leader of the nation. His ideal
of “reconciliation and forgiveness”
was central to Timor-Leste's effort at
achieving its liberation. He has been
working to reconcile and build a
peaceful relationship between Christi-
anity and Islam and between Indone-
sia and Timor-Leste. He is respected

not only by his people but by the in-
ternational community. His status
helped him to receive the Sydney
Peace Prize, the Gwangju Human
Rights Prize, and the Sakharov Prize,
awarded by the European Parliament. 

The Sunhak Peace Prize is an inter-
national peace prize that True Mother
initiated on February 20, 2013 in
honor of True Father, who devoted his
life to the realization of borderless, in-
terracial, interreligious world peace.
The committee seeks to discover indi-
viduals and groups that devote them-
selves and sacrifice themselves for the
realization of peace. The prize, in the
amount of USD1 million, will be
given each year in Seoul.    

A peace prize preparatory commit-
tee began operations on January 22,
2014 to carry out initial tasks. The
Sunhak Peace Prize Committee,
launched on August 11, 2014, com-
prises twelve members, including
some foreigners, such as Mr. Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, UN secretary general
(1992–1996); Ohno Yoshinori, Japan-
ese minster of state, director-general
of the Defense Agency (2004–2005)
and Larry Beasley CEO of the  Wash-
ington Times. Dr. Hong Il-shik, presi-
dent of Korea University (1994–1996,
1998–2006) is chairman of the commit-
tee. Also from Korea are committee
members Seongta, head monk of the
Jogye order of Korean Buddhism, and
Dr. Chung Tae-ik, president of the Ko-
rean Council on Foreign Relations. 

Prizewinners will be chosen
through a transparent process of nom-
inee recommendation and review of
the nominees. The first awards cere-
mony will take place in Seoul’s Grand
Intercontinental Hotel on August 28,
2015, to commemorate the third an-
niversary of True Father’s
ascension.

Materials provided by the Tongil Foundation
Public Relations Office
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For Unificationist parents, our
deepest desire and goal in life is
to guide our children safely to

the blessing and for them to experi-
ence happy blessed family life. We
long to establish our third generation.
How do we achieve this great goal?
When we look around us, we see
many second-generation Unification-
ists wavering or unaware of the im-
portance of receiving the blessing.
Others want to receive the blessing
but their parents do not know how to
find a suitable match for their child.

We usually focus on educating sec-
ond-generation members, but from
working in the Blessed Family De-
partment, I realize that it is even more
important to educate the parents, be-
cause educating the children and

guiding them to the blessing is the
parents’ responsibility. Some parents
think educating their children is the
church’s responsibility when in fact
the church can only support and sup-
plement the education the parents
give their children at home. 

True Father emphasized in his
Peace Messages that the best way to
protect the spiritual lives of our chil-
dren is by doing hoondokhae as a
family. He said, “No matter how hard
Satan may try to worm his way in, to
infest your lineage, once he encounters
the hoondokhae tradition, he will find
no room to move.” This is so true. 

To not only read Father’s teachings
together but also for everyone in the
family to share their reflections about
what was read is so important. This

provides an opportunity for our chil-
dren to share their hearts as well as
any difficulties they encounter
throughout the day and receive their
parents’ advice, which will allow
them to feel their parents’ love and
concern for them. Many of us parents
are so busy that we forget to take the
time to listen to our children, who
might conclude that they are not
worth our time. 

As our children grow, we have to
become their best friends, so that they
can open up their hearts to us. Some
parents treat their teenage children as
if they were little kids, telling them
what they think is right and wrong,
without ever stopping to wonder
what is on their son’s or daughter’s
mind. 

Our children are often scared to tell
us what they think and feel honestly,
because they love us and they do not
want to disappoint us. They hide their
internal struggles and even purity-re-
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lated mistakes, because they know
this will hurt us the most. We as par-
ents, then, must make an atmosphere
in which our children can feel safe to
share even their innermost struggles
and know that we will stand by them,
help and support them to overcome
any difficulty in life. They must be
able to feel free to ask any question or
express any doubt they have. 

This is a tall order—but if our chil-
dren harbor secrets, unspoken hopes
and expectations, all these will even-
tually come out in the matching
process. Why? Because often parents
are eager to match a child that is not
yet ready or to suggest a potential
match that is the opposite of what
their child hopes for or expects. Other
parents might push a child to go to
the Cheon Il Guk Matching, when the
child is unprepared but wouldn’t dare
admit it to the parents. 

When children face a future spouse
they cannot imagine spending the rest
of their lives with, they are in a great
dilemma and eventually have to open
up their hearts and reveal their honest
feelings. The earlier they do so, the
better. I have witnessed couples
where one partner kept avoiding the
spouse for months or years without
ever revealing their honest feelings
until he or she could not endure any
longer and broke the blessing. The

longer they wait, the deeper the hurt
of their partner and the two families
involved.

No matter how sad and disap-
pointed we might feel as parents, we
need to respond in mature and loving
ways, accepting the inner reality of
our child and helping him or her to
move forward. In this way, the parent-
matching process is truly a course of
family restoration. All hidden prob-
lems and difficulties in our family re-
lationships come out and need to be
resolved in order to guide our child to
lead a successful blessed family life.
Not only do the children have to grow
up but we parents have an opportu-
nity to reflect and realize what issues
we need to resolve in order to help
our children. 

Many times, second-generation
members hesitate to go to the blessing
because they have seen their parents
suffer. When couples just endure each
other without feeling any joy or love
in their marital life, how can their chil-
dren feel hope for their own blessing?
Working out our husband–wife rela-
tionship and building a bond of true
love with our spouse is the best bless-
ing education we can give to our chil-
dren. Our children do not want to
hear nice lectures about true love or
listen to beautiful principles; they
want to experience them as a practical

reality in their daily lives. If we do not
practice them at home, we run the
risk of our children rejecting the Prin-
ciple as a mere theory without practi-
cal application.

Sometimes parents think that as
long as they lead a principled and
public life, God will guide their chil-
dren to the blessing automatically.
However, we as parents have to fulfill
our own portion of responsibility.
Therefore, long before our children
have grown up and need to prepare
for the blessing, we need to lay the
foundation in their tender hearts by
practicing a happy blessed family life
centered on True Parents’ teachings
and love.

Mrs. McLackland is director of the Blessed
Family Department in our Asia region.

True Parents started the tradition
of the blessing, signifying that
God gives us something special

when we enter a blessed marriage. As
we approach this important time in
our lives, it is therefore worth remind-
ing ourselves of the real blessings we
can receive from this. 

The blessing is not just a ceremony;
it is a lifestyle that True Parents have
established in the blessed families.
How well we prepare for it and how
much space we give to God and True
Parents to guide us through the
matching and in blessed life matters
very much. Our potential fully devel-
ops there, and God can help us to ful-
fil his promise of love by supporting
each one of us to reach the ideal, de-
pending on the state of our heart, and
of our prayerful mind and conscience.
Indeed, True Father said, in guidance
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to second-generation members in the
Cheon-Il-Guk matching, “If you fol-
low your original mind, God will
make it work.”

True Parents always emphasized
the value of the purity of love; the
central concept, “absolute sex,” clearly
indicates purity before marriage and
fidelity within. Through a pure heart,
we can connect to our partner and
create the most amazing love. True
love is not just an emotion, and the
blessing is not about falling in love,
but growing in love. The purity of our
love will bring us nearer to God and
to more closely resemble our Heav-
enly Parent. The purity of our heart
and beauty of our marriage has the
potential to move even God’s heart.
God’s hope is that we become madly
in love with our husband or wife and
that our hearts melt into one. Upon
this unity of husband and wife, we
can resemble the image of God.
Therefore, for God and True Parents,
how we start our first love, and how
much we have been able to protect
our love and heart for our spouse
makes a big difference. 

Father’s view of purity is clearly
not an out-of-reach, theoretical and re-
ligious concept. Through introducing
the Cheon Il Guk standard of purity
as the standard we should aim for, he
gradually increased expectations of
what “purity” means. At the same
time, Father supported those that
made mistakes, offering forgiveness
and guiding us to restore our past. He
wanted us all to stand in front of God
again with dignity as his loving chil-
dren who understand his heart. The
standard is there to define the path
and to teach us about the achievable
ideal of the original path of love. Still,
we should remember not to judge
each other for mistakes made or those
who are victims of difficult circum-
stances or lack of love and under-
standing, but to support each other on
the path of goodness back to God. 

The Cheon Il Guk standard of pu-
rity should make us acutely aware of
the preciousness of sexual love. In-
deed, our seriousness in this sacred
area is an expression of our love for
God, and our love for others. Because
of love we want to have a pure heart
when meeting other brothers and sis-
ters. Because of love we do not want

to flirt; we do not want to see how it
feels to date or be in an exclusive rela-
tionship. Because of love we do not
try to justify careless thoughts, words
and actions. Because of love we do
not want to compromise the standard.
The choice is ours, and God is always
there to support us when we want to
make a change. The Principle and Fa-
ther’s teachings are there to guide us
forward: “God’s lineage provides the
context and environment for a true
life.” (Peace Message 10) 

The historical course of the first gen-
eration in establishing the change of
bloodline afforded their children the
opportunity to start a new tradition
and culture. The course of a blessed
child is to further develop this pure
heart and devotion to God and con-
tinue God’s lineage through the bless-
ing with another blessed
child–following the course of absolute
sexual purity. Thus, starting with the
marriage relationship, we build toward
an ideal family and attempt to bring
God’s virtues to others beyond our
family–in our career, our friendships,
and our community and public life.

Father and Mother have been con-
tinuously working to further develop
God’s lineage and offer God the fulfil-
ment of his ideal here on earth. Any-
one who ever heard Father talk to
blessed children on the value of pu-
rity and lineage knows that he has
been uncompromising there. The real
value of a blessed child is not in their
accomplishments, but the lineage they
carry and the potential that this holds
for the future generations.

True Parents have been offering the

Cheon Il Guk couples to God, as a
textbook for all of mankind and eter-
nity. It was the closest they had to
offer God the fulfilment of His ideal:
blessed children born without original
sin that kept their purity despite
growing up in this fallen world and
received their partner through ab-
solute faith in God and True Parents.
Through the second-generation
blessed couples, the foundation of the
three Great Kingships can be estab-
lished and the legacy of their parents
and True Parents can be passed on.

Indeed, a characteristic of valuable
things is that they may need more ef-
fort to attain. Efforts to keep the vision
and hope when times are dark, invest-
ing again and again, letting God work,
keeping faith and trust, and overcom-
ing fears are some of the qualities
needed to receive the blessing. 

May all new couples preparing
themselves to attend the upcoming
Blessing Ceremony, make God’s ideal
a reality in their couple and in their
family!

“What is the significance of the
blessed families? Satan has no control
over the blessed families. When they
have complete faith in Father and a
strong conviction that they belong to
True Parents, no matter where they
are, Satan cannot violate that. Why is
this so? It is because, centering on the
heart of True Parents, they have a rela-
tionship with the realm of heart of the
converted lineage. That is why Satan
cannot touch them.”

—True Father, Cheon Seong Gyeong
p. 1273
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Religion remains a significant
force in the lives of billions of
people around the world. In
effect, religion impacts global

affairs. The great German sociologist,
Max Weber, saw Protestantism, specif-
ically Calvinism, as the root cause of
northern Europe’s development and
the rise of modernity. Weber held that
the way in which societies or civiliza-
tions explain justice theologically, as
in theodicy, is absolutely decisive in
shaping their worldview and their so-
cial systems. The doctrine of karma,
for example, Weber argued, in The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Cap-
italism led to a kind of fatalism about
life that was an inhibiting force rela-
tive to modernization and rationaliza-
tion (). Whether one accepts Weber’s
analysis of the social significance of
specific religions’ doctrines, his thesis

that religious ideas have social conse-
quences is valid. 

The Weber thesis has wide rele-
vance in our current era, given that
one of the most significant develop-
ments of recent decades has been reli-
gious resurgence. While, on the one
hand, this development has included
the rise of various forms of religious
extremism and fundamentalism, it
has also been accompanied by a
movement to promote interfaith dia-
logue and understanding.

The cold war era was very much a
period where ideology was centered
on the position one takes on liberty,
equality and social justice. Geopoliti-
cal tensions between communism and
democracy were related to debates
about socialism versus capitalism, or
more liberal, free societies versus
more state-organized or state-con-
trolled societies. Religion was rele-
gated to the private sphere, not only
by the communist countries but also
to some extent by the liberal democra-
cies. Religion was viewed largely as a
private affair. Concepts like separa-
tion of church and state or seculariza-
tion were dominant. 

In the post-cold war era we witness
a global resurgence of religion and a
reassertion of the religious factor in
world affairs. The shocking experi-
ence of the terrorist attack in New
York on September 11, had a religious
dimension to it. Of course, we all rec-
ognize the twisted and distorted
thinking of  terrorists, but there was
some aspect of that senseless act that
related to the religious, cultural, civi-

lizational differences between peo-
ple—in this case, Islam and the
West—differences that are rooted in
religious ideas, even if those ideas
have been distorted.

Consider Mindanao in the Philip-
pines. It is an issue where the religious
differences, cultural differences as well
as the political and economic factors
are highly relevant to understanding
what is going on there. A comprehen-
sive analysis cannot exclude religion,
alongside other factors related to poli-
tics, economics, history, and culture.
From a social or scientific point of
view or a political science point view,
religion is seen as increasingly, even
centrally relevant and significant.

When you look at politics in India,
for example, the parties that have al-
ways been strong have actually been
usually from the lineage of Mahatma
Gandhi. He was deeply rooted in a re-
ligious worldview. The main party
emerging at this time, the BJP party, is
guided by Hindutva philosophy, or a
Hindu nationalist idealism rooted in
Hindu thought. Religion is clearly a
factor. It’s not the only factor, but it is
a factor in world affairs.

Consider the Arab Spring and in
particular the disaster in Syria. Syria,
like Iraq, is characterized by sectarian
divisions among Sunnis, Shiites,
Druze, Kurds and Alawites; and then
there are the Christian divisions be-
tween Orthodox, Catholic, Maronite,
etc., that are very relevant factors to the
political landscape. We cannot under-
stand the conflict in Syria without
knowledge of the religious dimensions. 
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This is increasingly being noted by
political scientists. In the field of inter-
national relations, where religion was
usually not discussed, it is becoming
part of the core curriculum. The
founder of the International Institute
for Religion and Diplomacy, Dr. Dou-
glas Johnston, published a volume en-
titled, Religion, the Missing
Dimension of Statecraft. Jimmy Carter
wrote the introduction. And the for-
mer US Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright, came out with a book called,
The Mighty and the Almighty, talking
about faith, politics and the United
States of America. She strongly advo-
cated for more religious literacy
among both academicians and gov-
ernment officials. 

Such a shift does not mean that we
are each called to become religious, or
join a religion, or change one’s reli-
gion. That’s not the issue. Rather the
point is to look at the world as it is,
and to see things as they happen in
the real world. In so doing, we come
to see very objectively that religion is
a very, very powerful force in the
world. If we are going to understand
the crisis in Syria, we cannot just un-
derstand it only as a geopolitical con-
flict. We must also consider the
religious factor, the ethnicity factor
and the cultural factor. 

This reality came out very strongly
in the former Yugoslavia, after the
coming apart of the USSR. The na-
tions that came about – Bosnia, Croa-
tia, Serbia, Montenegro, Macedonia,
Slovenia, Kosovo – generally were
each formed in accordance with reli-
gious and ethnic identities. Religion is
often transmitted through the family
line. It is not common for people leave
the religion of their birth; thus, ethnic-
ity and religion are often very much
tied together. So people identify with
ethnicity – as Serbian, or as Kosovars.
These identities have dimensions that
are shaped by who we are culturally,
civilizationally and religiously.

This is impacting the United Na-
tions. UPF’s founder, Dr. Sun Myung
Moon, proposed in an address at the
United Nations in 2000 that the
United Nations needs to appreciate
more the significance of religion, and
should establish within its system an
interfaith council. He could see an

emerging problematic aspect of the
twenty-first century, namely, that
geopolitics are becoming even more
complicated as the religious sphere,
the civil society sphere and the sover-
eign nation-state sphere are all ac-
tively engaged on the world stage. It
is no longer just a game played by the
nation-states or governments. Today
there are many non-state actors, such
as religion and civil society, actors that
governments cannot control, and
which cannot be ignored.

For this reason, the importance of
religious literacy among political sci-
entists and concerned citizens alike is
increasingly important, at the same
time, mutually respectful interfaith
understanding among believers is
equally, if not more important. 

We must understand one another
not only geopolitically, but at a deeper
level. That is why dialogue is impor-
tant. A variety of institutions have
emerged that underscore dialogue,
mutual understanding and mutual re-
spect. One, which had its origins in
Iran, as a response to Huntington’s
“clash of civilizations” thesis, is
known as the “Dialogue of Civiliza-
tions.” Russia’s Dr. Vladimir Yakunin
and Austria’s Dr. Walter Schwimmer,
former secretary general of the Coun-
cil of Europe, head up the World Pub-
lic Forum “Dialogue Among
Civilizations”, with dual headquar-
ters in Vienna and Moscow, and dedi-
cated to promoting a dialogue among
peoples that serve the ideal of peace
for all peoples. The United Nations
has its own “Alliance of Civilizations”
program, led by the High Representa-
tive, Ambassador Nassir Abdulaziz
Al Nasser, former President of the
General Assembly. 

In the area of interfaith relations,

there are multiple organizations that
promote dialogue, mutual respect and
cooperation. These include Religions
for Peace, World Congress of Faiths,
The Parliament of the World’s Reli-
gions, and the Universal Peace Feder-
ation.

“Dialogue among civilizations” is
critical at this time. Thus we must
seek to understand the heart and the
soul of nations and the core values of
people. Another aspect of the para-
digm shift that I think Dr. Moon iden-
tified is the need for dialogue to
replace conflict oriented dialectics.
Conflict and struggle must be re-
solved through respectful, confidence-
building and constructive dialogue.
The way to peace is through a dialogi-
cal process. That was the message Dr.
Moon took to Kim Il Sung in 1991,
and to Mikhail Gorbachev in 1990.

By promoting dialogue among the
nations, among the governments,
among the people we can move to-
ward peace. The dialogue should not
merely take place between govern-
ments, but “track II” dialogue is
needed, between peoples, between
women, between the youth, as well as
among artists and athletes, students
and academics.

As we work for peace, we should
give needed attention to this broad di-
alogue that includes not only the rep-
resentatives of governments, and
“track one” diplomacy, but the dia-
logue among people in all the rich-
ness of their identities and
worldviews, including culture, reli-
gion, and ethnicity. UPF is committed
to supporting this effort in an ongoing
way, for the sake of peace.

Dr. Walsh is the president of UPF Interna-
tional.
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When a popular Thai
television pro-
gram, Mom Club,
invited Family

Federation member and
mother of eight children Ma-
neerat Kobayashi to be on their
program, it was a boost for
family values and the ideal of
large happy families. In a na-
tion with a declining birthrate,
the Kobayashis have gone
against the tide in Thai society
that leads most people to de-
cide against having more than
one or two children. On a list of
224 countries, from highest
birthrate to lowest, Thailand is
at 175, while Japan, Mr.
Kobayashi’s country is at 222.   

The on air live interview
took place on December 12,
2014. Maneerat, who is Thai,
was blessed with her Japanese
husband among the 360,000-
couple blessing group. They
live in Bangkok, where Ma-
neerat is on the Family Federa-
tion headquarters staff. Two of
her eight children accompanied
her on the program, and to-
gether they took the opportu-
nity to share insights into their
family life. 

During the program, the
presenters asked Maneerat a
number of questions:

Are you working?  
Yes, my job is translator for the Universal Peace Federation and Family Federation for

World Peace and Unification Foundation.

As you and your husband both are office workers, how do you raise your children
and share that responsibility, for example sending them to school every day? 
Of course having many children makes us so busy, but what really helps a lot is we dis-

cuss a lot, about how each child has been doing that day, before we go to sleep. We try to
cooperate with each other to take care of our children as best we can, so that they can
grow up well and be good people. Regarding sending them to school we share the task:
two are taken by my husband because their school is on his way to work. And the rest I
take because their school is near my place of work.  

(to Kana, the only daughter among eight): How do you feel in a big family where
most of your siblings are boys and only you are a girl?
I used to want a younger sister. However, when my mom gave birth to my seventh and

youngest brother, since he is so adorable and I feel so much in love with him, from now
either boy or girl for me is just fine.

Maneerat gave the following personal account:
My children enjoyed the experience quite a lot. It was exciting for them. For all

of us, it was a very good learning experience because during this time I could
teach my children that there are many families having a hard time raising even a
small number of children. What we shared during the program could be a great
inspiration to others because we have eight children but still aim to have a happy
family life.  

My husband is in real estate sales, but mainly in charge of leases. Since this pro-
gram is a program mainly focused on mothers, they do not emphasize the father’s
role much. However, when the TV program came to our house to make a video
record of our kids’ activities at home with me, for the last take, they asked my hus-
band to join in, and he did so happily.

Finally we gave copies of As a Peace-Keeping Global Citizen to the TV program
presenters and they both received the gift with much appreciation and a happy
heart. I felt grateful to God, True Parents and the spirit world that is working so
mysteriously for the restoration of our nation.

A True Peace staff member prepared this article.
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The tiny nation of Andorra nes-
tles in the mountains of the
eastern Pyrenees, on the bor-
der of France and Spain. Most

of its 85,000 people are Catholic. An-
dorra’s national newspaper, Diari
D’Andorra, recently published (in
Catalan, one of Andorra’s three offi-
cial languages) a feature on “multi-re-
ligious love,” in which three
Andorran interfaith couples ex-
plained how they live together with-
out conflict. The article featured a
Muslim–Catholic couple, a Hindu–
Catholic couple and a Buddhist–
Catholic couple. As a special
supplement, Diari D’Andorra in-
cluded a Family Federation couple
through an interview of the Unifica-
tionist national leader Lluis Babi, a
native Andorran; and his wife Chati-
boot from Thailand. According to
Chatiboot, Andorra has some fifteen
different religious communities coex-
isting peacefully.

The supplement, entitled “Their
messiah united them for eternity,”
had a respectful and positive tone. In
it, Lluis and Chatiboot testify that for

them, marriage is “indestructible,”
that they do not believe in divorce,
and that the marriage vows are
not just for the earthly world but
for eternity in the spirit world.

Lluis joined the Unification
Church in 1975, and his work has
been as the secretary to the mayor
of his home town, Ordino. He and
his wife also have a small business
selling Ginseng and other natural
health products imported from
our Tongil company in Spain—
which several doctors in Andorra
recommend to patients.

About their outreach work,
they say the following: “Our tribal
messiah outreach has extended
from our family to the local peo-
ple, since it is a small nation.
Thanks to the Spanish and French
movement organizing workshops
for guests and to the European
headquarters organizing Euro-
pean Leadership Conferences for
prominent members of society, we
are given the opportunity to con-
tact and invite people to well-pro-
duced events.”
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Ryu Kyeong-seuk

Ryu Kyeong-seuk was blessed to
Ohm Hye-ran among the sec-
ond-generation 36-couple

group in 1986. They have two boys
and two girls. He was a pastor at the
church in Yeoju in 1991 until he was
sent overseas to work as a mission-
ary for two years beginning in 1994.
He invested his heart in the mission
fields of Russia, Ukraine and Geor-
gia. He was variously the director of
the Second Generation Department,
Cultural Department and Planning
Department of FFWPU Korea be-
tween 1996 and 2008. He was direc-
tor of the Headquarters to Support
Providential Organizations within
the Tongil Group from 2008 to 2012.
The following year he became the
secretary general of UPF-Korea in
the Strong Korea Headquarters.
From March 2013 until October, he
was vice-president of FFWPU Korea.
Since that March, he has been chair-
man of the Multi-cultural Peace Ed-
ucation Center. In October 2013,
during Korea’s Top Gun Workshop,
True Mother appointed Rev. Ryu
president of FFWPU Korea. Begin-

ning that October, he became a
board member of the Tongil Group
Foundation. In December, he be-
came a board member of the
Wonmo Pyeongae Foundation. In
January 2014, he became president
of the Korea Religions Association
and president of the Ecumenical
Christian Association. In April of
that year, he joined the board of the
Segye Times. He is the first second-
generation member from Korea to
be appointed as the president of
FFWPU Korea.

Yoo Gyeong-duk 

Rev. Yoo Gyeong-duk was
blessed to Kim Mi-ju in Janu-
ary 1989 among the second-

generation 72-couple group. They
have three children. He earned a law
degree at Aju University and a de-
gree in Theology at Sun Moon Uni-
versity. He completed the master
and doctoral courses at Sun Moon
University Graduate School. He
began his church mission work as a
missionary in the church in Chung-
buk in 1991. He was pastor of the

church in Ilshin for a time the fol-
lowing year. While at Aju University,
he was CARP leader from 1992 to
1994. He worked as a teacher in
Suwon Hyangto School in 1993.
From 1994 to 1996, he was the
church leader of the CARP center at
Sun Moon University. He was the re-
gional pastor of the area that covers
the Gangnam and Gwanak area of
Seoul from 1996 to 2000. From 1997
to 2000, he was dean of the Adult
Education Program at Gwanak Uni-
versity. From 1998 to 2000, he was
the managing director of the Associ-
ation for Cultural Exchange between
Korea and Japan. From 2000 t0 2005,
he was the chief vice-chairman for
CARP Korea and the Sun Moon bloc
leader. He was a guest professor at
Sun Moon University from 2002 to
2003. From 2003 to 2004, he was
vice-president of Service for Peace.
From 2006 to 2008, he was the presi-
dent of the Collegiate Ambassadors
for Peace (CAP). He was vice-chair-
man of the Family Party for Peace
and Unification in 2008, and has
served as president of CARP Korea
and director of the FFWPU Youth
Department from 2006. In June the

In the aftermath of True Father’s ascension, our movement naturally went through a period of confusion. In the midst of this, True Mother,
though quite apparently in grief, rallied the movement and set us all on a path toward Vision 2020. Central to this vision is horizontal expansion
to be achieved by heavenly tribal messiahs. As we focus on this effort, True Mother appointed or approved many new leaders, especially from
within our second-generation realm. We are pleased to present some representatives of this new generation of leaders to our readers as we
move together prayerfully toward the fulfillment of our Heavenly Parent’s and True Parents’ dream. 

Second-Generation Members 
Leading the Providence

KOREA

From left:The president of FFWPU Korea, Ryu Kyeong-seuk; vice-president of FFWPU Korea, Yoo Gyeong-
duk; president of CARP Korea and YFWP Korea, Moon Sang-pil; district leader of the South Tokyo district,
Hori Masaichi; president of CARP Japan, Motoyama Katsumichi; vice-director of the FFWPU Japan Plan-
ning Office, Kajikuri Masayoshi
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same year he took office as the presi-
dent of YFWP Korea. Recently, in
October 2014, he was appointed by
True Mother as the vice-president of
FFWPU Korea.

Moon Sang-pil

Rev. Moon is the fourth child of
one of the 430-couples, Moon
Pyeong-rae and Oh Gye-Ja.

Moon Sang-pil was blessed in 1995
among the 300-couple second-gener-
ation group to Ms. Lee Shin-young.
They have two sons and three
daughters. Rev. Moon graduated
from Sun Moon University Theol-
ogy School in 2001. He attended the
Unification Theological Seminary in
the US, graduating in 2005. 

Rev. Moon was a counselor to
FFWPU members in Paraguay,
where his parents are national mes-
siahs, for a year beginning in 1999.
He worked as a missionary in Kona,
Hawaii from 2000 to 2001. He was
the pastor of the church in Reno, Ne-
vada in the US from 2005 to 2007. He
then spent a year as pastor of the
church in Munjung followed by a
year as deputy pastor of the church
in Dobong, both in Seoul. When he
was at the church in Dobong, he told
Today's World readers, “We need to
understand that miracles and great
results can come from small prac-
tices. We need to be concerned about
how we talk to and greet others,
how we decorate our restroom, our
living room… Out of faith, we have
focused more on the vertical rela-
tionship than on the horizontal.
Though it is important to think of
purely providential concepts, it’s
equally important to think of small
practices.”

Following his time at Dobong
church, Rev. Moon spent three years
as pastor of the church in Gwangju,
Korea. He was brought in to join the
ministry team at Seoul’s Cheon Bok
Gung headquarters church in 2013.
In 2014 True Mother appointed him
head of our West Yeosu Church Dis-
trict, and recently he was appointed
President of CARP Korea and YFWP
Korea.

Hori Masaichi

II am the first son of Hori Nobuyuki
and Hori Kikue, who were blessed
in the 43-couple blessing group.

Oyamada Moriko and I were
blessed among the 200-couple sec-
ond-generation blessing group. We
have a son and a daughter. 

In accordance with True Parents'
instructions, I studied in Korea from
middle school to university. I gradu-
ated Sun Moon University Theology
Department and completed a mas-
ter’s course in theology at the Unifi-
cation Theological Seminary in
America.

I have been serving in the public
mission, dealing with the education
of second-generation members since
1994. In 2001, I became the CARP
leader in charge of the Tokyo Univer-
sity CARP Center. In 2005, I became
director of the Second Generation
Department at the HSAUWC-Japan
Headquarters and went on to serve
as the director of the Seiwa Depart-
ment, and director of the Family and
Education Department.

In 2013, I became pastor of the
church in Marukame and later the

district leader of our South Tokyo
district, where I am currently serv-
ing.

My beliefs as a person in the pub-
lic mission:

True Parents once said, “Shoul-
dering God's will is being part of the
mainstream.” This had been guiding
me for a long time and is the reason I
resolved to go to theological school
and to a public mission.

After True Father's seonghwa, I
remember True Mother asking us in
tears to put our hearts together once
again in moving forward. What she
said gave me the strength to reaffirm
my determination and reconfirm the
weight that is on the shoulders of
those second-generation members
that are taking responsibility in the
era of Cheon Il Guk.

Sometime after this, I was given a
new responsibility in the public mis-
sion. One thing I felt and saw after
coming to the field was the number
of temptations and confusion sur-
rounding our members that lead
people astray and away from wor-
ship.

Following the path of God' swill
is not easy, but that does not mean
we can simply give up on the way. A
person that goes from one place to
another judging and criticizing the
church does not resolve anything.

I believe that a path toward com-
pleting our mission as heavenly
tribal messiahs will open when we
overcome all these circumstances
while upholding the tradition cen-
tered on True Parents. 

With the members and with assis-
tance from the spiritual world, we
are working together in changing
the atmosphere of our church. Al-
though we have few results, we are
certainly opening up the way for
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drawing people into our movement
and the blessing.

The churches in our district are
now coalescing and moving toward
victory as heavenly tribal messiahs,
fulfilling True Father's last words.

Japan has the mission of the
mother nation. Many members felt
that second-generation members
should be taking up roles pastors
within the church. I, too, have felt
the same.

In the beginning, however, I did
not know anything and could not
see the end of the road. Thanks to
Heaven's guidance and support
from our members, I was able to tri-
umph over this course.

That I could not attain this victory
on my own is true. I believe that one
cannot fulfill God’s will without
Heaven's guidance. I learned that
when I was in despair, if I sought
God in prayer, True Parents would
show me the way and tell me what
to say. That is why I continue to
walk each day in prayer and devo-
tion with True Parents as my ab-
solute center.

My fellow second-generation
members who are of age! If you ever
find yourselves in despair on your
path of faith, I strongly encourage
you to visit the church, let go of your
frivolous desires, and simply focus
on serving others and engaging in
prayer.

If you can discover True Parents,
you will find that there is truly hope
on this path. 

Please join me in creating a com-

munity, a church, which God truly
wants to create. I am certain that
Cheon Il Guk will emerge from that
community.

I pray that 2015 can be a year in
which Heaven can fondly remember
your devotion, and that you are
blessed with the fruit of God's grace.

Motoyama Katsumichi

Glory be to Heaven. My name
is Motoyama Katsumichi; I
am president of World CARP-

Japan. I am a blessed second-genera-
tion member; my parents are in the
777-couple blessing group. Both my
parents joined through the Kyushu
University CARP center; both have
spent their entire lives in the public
mission. My mother passed away
into the spirit world twenty-one
years ago. She was a deep-hearted
person, while my father is a passion-
ate person who is single-minded
about God's will. I am grateful to
have learned True Parents’ passion
and love through my parents. I also
have deep respect for my four
younger siblings, who have been a
great source of inspiration in many
ways. Lest they leave me behind,
even today, I am working hard to be-
come a loving husband to my wife
and good father to my three chil-
dren, of whom I am proud. 

Sometime in high school, I first
became determined to serve in the
public mission. I went on to study at
the Sun Moon University Graduate

School of Theology in Korea. Return-
ing to Japan, I worked in the Second
Generation Department and CARP. 

After Foundation Day, I had the
opportunity to serve in the field as a
church pastor. I spent about a year
and a half in ministry. I had the
chance to get to know many mem-
bers who shoulder and support the
Mother Nation’s mission. Seeing the
pureness of their hearts toward
God's will and their love for True
Parents deeply moved me. I was
keenly aware that it was because of
such pure love that we have been
able to see advancements in the
providence to this day. However, I
also saw that many members in the
field have internal struggles and
pain. The fundamental cause of this
was the conflict they harbored from
a sense of resignation and despair in
response to the reality that we have
yet to fulfill our dream of creating
ideal families that we can expand to
our clan, leading ultimately to God’s
liberation. At the same time, I saw
them spontaneously filled with
God's heart and True Parents' pas-
sionate desire to make their children
happy and to bring victory.

Last year, when I began my mis-
sion as CARP president, I took part
in the first Top Gun workshop in
Japan. By the end, we were able to
connect to the word, substance and
heart of our True Parents, who are
our root. At the Global Worship
Service, I witnessed True Mother's
tears, which reflected her fervent de-
sire for her children’s victory. Now I
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have been entrusted with the re-
sponsibility over young people that
will take on the future and in whom
True Mother is now investing. True
Parents and our elder members,
who have been walking within the
love of our Heavenly Parent, built a
good tradition. I have come to feel
that the key to building Cheon Il
Guk lies in testifying to that tradition
and in helping second-generation
youths inherit the word, substance,
and heart manifested by our True
Parents, who are our starting point.

In 2015, I would like to take pride
in this heavenly tradition and move
forward with the great mandate of
bringing salvation to the nation and
world. 

Kajikuri Masayoshi

Iam currently serving as the vice-
director of the HSAUWC-Japan
Planning Office, as the secretary-

general of the True Family Move-
ment, as vice secretary-general of
UPF Japan and as chairman of the
board of the International Federation
for Victory Over Communism
Headquarters. In the past, I served
as Head of Education in the Second
Generation Department. I was the
first pastor of the Kienkai Church,
which the Japanese movement built
exclusively for second-generation
members. I have been the president
of World CARP-Japan, the president
of the Youth Federation for World
Peace-Japan, vice-president of the
Ambassadors for Peace Association
in Japan, executive committee chair-
man of the Committee to Deal with
Abduction and Forced Confinement
of Japanese Unificationists, and pas-
tor of the Aso Church.

Born in 1970 in Tokyo Japan, I am
the oldest son of Kajikuri Gentaro
and Eriko, of the forty-three-couple
blessing group in Japan. My wife
Yokoi Motoko and I are in the 1992
200-couple second-generation bless-
ing group. We have two sons (ages:
twenty-one and nineteen) and a
daughter (age: seventeen). 

My father, who was the twelfth
president of HSAUWC-Japan,
passed away in December 2012
while serving his mission. He, Ka-
jikuri Gentaro, was chairman of the

Federation to Save Nations, chair-
man of the International Federation
for Victory Over Communism, presi-
dent of Sekai Nippo, chairman of the
International Highway Foundation
and co-chairman of UPF Japan. Ad-
ditionally, he was in charge of plan-
ning and constructions for the
Jardim Project. Rev. Kajikuri Gentaro
was co-chairman of the executive
committee of the organizing com-
mittee for True Father's seonghwa
ceremony.

My 2015 aspirations 
2015 marks the third anniversary of
True Father's seonghwa. After True
Father's passing, True Mother has
consistently offered devotion in
properly testifying about True Father
to all of humankind, while guiding
all of us during this time. First, she
has exerted herself entirely in estab-
lishing the traditions of Cheon Il
Guk by proclaiming Foundation
Day, compiling the Cheon Seong
Gyeong, and promulgating the
Cheon Il Guk Constitution. Second,
she established the Wonmo Pyeon-
gae Foundation and Universal Peace
Academy for the purpose of raising
the next generation of leaders. She
paved the way for nurturing future
leaders by organizing the Top Gun
workshops, Cranes Club and other
initiatives. Through these endeavors,
she has opened up a way for the
realm of the second-generation to
play a greater role in the providence.
Third, she has guided and encour-
aged all blessed members to com-
plete our mission as heavenly tribal
messiahs, which were True Father's
last words. True Mother has often re-
minded us that blessed members
have the responsibility, in the posi-
tion of Abel, to guide the nation,
which is in the position of Cain. Cur-
rently, the Abe administration in
Japan is making effort to end defla-
tion through “Abenomics.” How-
ever, Japan is faced with a serious
case of depopulation with its low
birth rate caused by late marriages
or young people avoiding marriage
altogether. Due to the prevalence of
ideologies instigating family break-
down, laws are being enacted that
belittle the value of the family. Japan
is on the verge of a serious national
crisis we cannot overcome through

economic policies alone. The only
way to overcome this national crisis
is in connecting to heavenly fortune
through True Parents. Therefore, I
would like to focus my efforts in
contributing to the creation of an en-
vironment in which we can carry out
a True Family movement on a na-
tional scale that can present the
proper model for the nation and its
people and through which all
blessed members can victoriously
fulfill their mission as heavenly
tribal messiahs.

Naokimi Ushiroda

True Parents blessed Naokimi
Ushiroda in 2000 to Shukuko
Yono. He graduated from the

Wharton School of Business at the
University of Pennsylvania in May
2004 with a degree in Economics
concentrating in real estate and en-
trepreneurship. He then joined W-
CARP USA as a full-time worker for
two and a half years until February
2007, when he was became the direc-
tor of the Second Generation Depart-
ment.

He became the president of CARP
in July 2013. He has clarified CARP’s
identity, vision and mission, set goals
in alignment with Vision 2020 and
presented CARP’s new vision to
more than eight hundred people in
twenty-four communities in North
America, which included a new pilot
CARP campus model at Barrytown
College. CARP held its first National
Officers Training at the University of
Bridgeport in January 2014.

During his second year as the
president of CARP, Mr. Ushiroda
added two staff members and with
three summer interns hosted CARP
Convention: Momentum 2014 at the
University of Maryland, where over
a hundred students and young pro-
fessionals met, including twenty-one
participants from other nations.
Within the year, the number of active
chapters meeting regularly went
from three to fourteen. CARP Amer-
ica is excited about continuing to
build toward forty active chapters
by the end of this year.
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Crescentia DeGoede

True Mother asked Crescentia
DeGoede in August 2013 to
serve as director of the National

Blessing and Family Ministry, which
provides education and support for
individuals and couples preparing
for marriage, as well as marriage and
family support and enrichment pro-
grams and services. She is currently
serving in this role. Crescentia partic-
ipated in Special Task Force (STF)
from 2005 to 2007. She graduated
from Arcadia University with a bach-
elor’s degree in Sociology in 2011.
She is twenty-eight years old. 

Crescentia was blessed to
Leighton DeGoede, also twenty-
eight, in 2010. They feel truly blessed
in their marriage and continually
seek to share with others the love
and joy they experience. They are
thoroughly enjoying their new role
as parents since Crescentia gave
birth to a baby daughter in Novem-
ber. Leighton and Crescentia served
as youth pastors and served as co-
pastors of the Family Church of
Philadelphia from 2010 to 2013. 

Crescentia DeGoede, 
personal statement
Serving as the director of the Na-
tional Blessing and Family Ministry
(BFM) over the last year and a half
has truly been an honor and a pleas-
ure. I am grateful to True Mother for
giving me this opportunity. Directly
supporting the fulfillment of our
Heavenly Parent’s will and True Par-
ents’ mission in my daily work is a
blessing. 

Leighton and I feel deeply grate-
ful for the many blessings we have
received throughout our lives, and
we feel called to share our blessings
with others and improve the quality
of life for as many individuals, cou-
ples and families as possible.
Through the BFM, I get the opportu-
nity to do this every day.

True Parents have repeatedly em-
phasized the importance of mar-
riages and families in building God’s
ideal and in creating a world of true
and lasting love and happiness. For
Leighton and I, investing in strength-
ening marriages and families is the
most important work we could be

doing. Our blessed families are pre-
cious and need to be nourished.  

We will continue supporting our
blessed couples and families in be-
coming stronger, healthier and hap-
pier, as well as helping more  people
throughout the world to receive the
blessing and create truly loving rela-
tionships with their spouses and
children.  

Miilhan Stephens 

Rev. Stephens is twenty-seven
years old. He graduated cum
laude from the University of

Maryland in College Park with a
bachelor’s degree in Food Science.
He was blessed to Sayaka Inokuchi
from Osaka, Japan, in January 2009.
They recently welcomed a baby
daughter, Ayumi, to the family. 

Rev. Stephens is a bright, spirited
visionary who discovered the heart
of God at an early age. He is an ide-
alist but always looks at what needs
to be done from a practical perspec-
tive. Having cheerfully shared his
faith and willingly listened to others
throughout his life, he decided to
step up his service to God by pastor-
ing the community he so loves, thus
he has led the New Hope Family
Church for the past two years, after
having taught Sunday school to
middle-school-aged kids for many
years. He remains committed to
serving God and True Parents.

Miilhan Stephens, 
personal statement
It is an honor and absolute joy for
me to serve God and True Parents in
this role. If it were not for the trust
and support from blessed family
members, I would not have found
my deep inner calling to be a pastor
and to go all out for God. I also want
to thank Jesus, whom I feel has al-
ways been with me throughout my
life, guiding me and training me to
reach my dreams.

Jump-starting the year with our
True Mother was exciting. I am re-
minded how blessed we are to have
her leadership at this pinnacle time. I
am learning that she not only has vi-
sion but is sharp and does not hesi-
tate to challenge us to carry out our

responsibilities. As we know, Amer-
ica has been rapidly declining, and I
believe our recovery and success
starts with love and guidance from
God and True Parents. Let us resolve
to remain tuned into True Mother’s
heart this year as we pray and carry
out our individual callings.

Mari Curry

Mari Curry is twenty-eight
years old. She graduated
from Willamette University

with a bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy and then earned a Master of
Theology from Cheongshim Theo-
logical Seminary in Korea. Mari is
currently pursuing her Doctorate of
Ministry from the Unification Theo-
logical Seminary.

After a two-year engagement,
Mari was blessed to Richard Curry in
December 2005. Ten years and two
children later (a boy and a girl) they
are devoted teammates and partners
in life, love, mission and work.

From a young age, Mari was
highly involved in local church ac-
tivities in Miami, Florida. Since her
blessing, she and Richard have
found a love for serving the church
as a couple. In the past, they were
camp counselors, youth pastors and
General Orientation Program (GOP)
staff leaders in Korea. Today, con-
tinue pursuing God’s calling in tan-
dem—as matching advisers, as
members of the Energize Couples
marriage retreat development team
and as co-pastors. Mari and Richard
have been serving the Family
Church of South Florida, in Miami,
since 2012. The mission that True
Mother has given to our second gen-
eration truly inspires them, and they
seek to fulfill it as best they can.

Mari Curry, 
personal statement
My whole life’s focus has been to an-
swer God’s call, so I  am grateful and
excited for this opportunity to serve
our American community and to be
a part of the growth of True Parent’s
legacy. Although I have much to
learn, please know that I will do my
best to serve and love God and let
God work.
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My heart is overflowing with
hope, joy, inspiration and love. I am
so inspired to fulfill my new responsi-
bility well. Part of that is because of
the remarkable growth I have seen in
our communities both locally and na-
tionally, and through initiatives like
DP Life, the God’s Hope for America
Holy Ground Pilgrimage, True Fa-
ther’s seonghwa anniversary com-
memoration, and the recent founding
of the Cranes Club that brought to-
gether young Unificationist profes-
sionals from all over the world.

I am driven and committed to
doing more and to being more, not
to be stagnant water but to be life-
giving water, as True Mother has
called us to be. During the Cranes
Club and Christmas with True Par-
ents, Mother’s heart and love for us
humbled me. Being at the confer-
ence, I could see first-hand the
amount of love and effort True
Mother put into each of her speeches
and meetings. Our True Mother’s
heart is beautiful and encompassing.
Her leadership is forgiving, strong
and yet empowering. True Mother’s
hope for us, her encouragement of
us, her desire for us to go beyond
being comfortable in serving others
is an inspiration for us all to work to-
gether and become life-giving water
as we build God’s kingdom.

To love and to bring back all of
God’s children is our responsibility.
Together I know we can make this
happen. I look forward to what this
year will bring and what we will ac-
complish together as one family
under God.

Katarina Connery 

Katarina Connery is twenty-nine
years old. She holds a bache-
lor’s degree in International

Political Economy and Diplomacy
from the University of Bridgeport
and a master’s degree in Interna-
tional Relations from the University
of Pittsburgh. She is blessed to
Michael Connery, a medical student
with a PhD in physiology, who will
soon start his hospital residency.

Katarina is a committed Unifica-
tionist and is committed to support-
ing True Mother’s vision and
leadership. She has been a Sunday

school teacher in her community
church in Bridgeport. She joined
Special Task Force (STF) and served
as a field educator. Katarina also at-
tended Sun Moon University for a
year, and Kyunggi University for a
semester on a US State Department
Critical Language Scholarship.

She has been working for the
World Affairs Council in Richmond,
Virginia, in the area of membership
and program development. This or-
ganization is part of a network of
eighty-five councils in the US that
focus on international affairs, as well
as provide educational resources to
teachers and students. 

Katarina Connery, 
personal statement
I feel gratitude to True Parents and
our Heavenly Parent for entrusting
me with this tremendous responsi-
bility. While attending the Cranes
Club Conference in Las Vegas with
my husband, we had the opportu-
nity to meet personally with True
Mother. Standing in front of her, I
felt unworthy and wondered what I
could offer; simultaneously (remem-
bering the tears she shed during her
Christmas address) I wanted to offer
everything and I felt determined to
use my skills, in whatever capacity,
for the sake of God and the world. A
line in one of our holy songs reads,
“The Lord has called and I will go.” I
feel that with this appointment, God
has called me and I will strive, to the
best of my abilities, to go.

I believe my life experiences and
education have all been for the sake

of a higher purpose and I am grate-
ful to be inheriting a wonderful
foundation laid by WFWP’s leaders
and members. I hope I can give my
100 percent investment to this won-
derful organization, to which our
Heavenly Parent, True Parents and
so many brothers and sisters have
been devoting themselves for many
years.

Youngil Loew  

Youngil Loew, the oldest son of
four children, is thirty-one
years old. He was born in the

United States. He spent most of his
childhood in Virginia, near Washing-
ton, DC. He went to the GOP pro-
gram in Korea when he was twelve
years old and lived there for six
years, eventually graduating from
the high school associated with
Konkuk University in Seoul. He
graduated summa cum laude from
the University of Bridgeport in 2008,
with a double major in International
Political Economy and World Reli-
gions. He shares the national leader
responsibilities with his wife, Vikto-
ria (Iversen) Loew.  

Viktoria Loew is twenty-nine
years old and is the oldest daughter
of four children. She was born in Ice-
land to missionary parents. She has
lived in Latvia and the United King-
dom, until her family settled in Ire-
land as national messiahs in 1996.
She graduated from a Catholic semi-
nary, Milltown Institute, in Ireland,
with a degree in Theology. She is
also a certified massage therapist. 

Youngil and Viktoria Loew be-
came the national leaders of Ireland
in July 2014. They were blessed in
2003. They are expecting their first
child this spring. They have been
serving the local Irish church over
the past five years as youth leaders,
organizing Sunday school classes,
youth events and workshops for sec-
ond-generation members throughout
the year. They are dedicated to serv-
ing the blessed families of Ireland
with all their hearts, sincerity and
dedication, to the best of their
ability.
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The president of CARP-USA, 
Naokimi Ushiroda, greeting members
of the Cranes Club




